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useful 
NOTES 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
The goal of education at Illumine is that God would give you 
spiritual wisdom through lecture, discussion, & his Word. 
Everything that happens will revolve around a central 
concept. The class will last for 60-65 minutes.  
 

• Restrooms are in the pallet wall hallway. 
• There is a nursery available for parents and restless 

children. The rocking chairs in the sanctuary are for 
you, too. 

• Please fill out the connection card. It’s our best way 
to get people involved and to plan ahead. 

• The entire class is found in this booklet and on the 
screen. Use whichever you like. The written music 
for the songs is included on the following pages. 

• There will be an offering today. This is for the 
regulars – if you’re a guest, thanks for coming, it’s an 
honor to have you. 

 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. Everyone 
you see around you is working to accomplish the same goal –
that we can all be served by hearing what God has to say. If 
we can take down barriers that get between you and that 
message, we will.  
 
Thank you, 

 
 

Kent Reeder, Pastor 
(803)810-9398 
kentr@illuminechurch.com 

Show friends where you are – check in! 
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TODAY’S CLASS 
OUR CURRENT SERIES 

Christians are said to be “in the world” but not “of the 
world.” As we live here in the world and the time in 
which God placed us, we carry a sort of dual citizenship. 
We are members of the kingdom of God, and we are 
members of whatever organized, political state rules 
over us.  
 
Though our status as citizens of an earthly government is 
limited and far less important than our citizenship in 
God’s kingdom, we are still to take it seriously and treat 
it as a privilege. Thankfully, as we do so, God has given 
us instruction in the Bible as to what that might look like. 

Today: Protests 
Long before the events of this past week, we’d been 
planning to talk about protests against the government 
today. As a Charlotte Metro Area church, our hearts 
have been heavy over the violence that has occurred, 
both before and during the protests. Without question, 
we are assured that this is a city that needs the message 
of Jesus – and this is a church that speaks it. But what of 
protesting? In a nation that gives freedoms to its people, 
including allowing them to disagree with government 
decisions, what is a Christian to do? 

Lord, 
 
We are blessed to be in this place, at this time, among these 
people. Be present with us, and lead us to truth and grace. 

Make us beacons of your love for the world. 
 

Amen. 

Education Series: Citizens 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
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If I Stand 
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L O King and Father,  

your Son died and was raised up in power. 
Now enable us to die to our sin in repentance  
so we may rise to new life in Him.  
We confess to you: 

G Lord, though you should guide us,  
we inform ourselves; 
though you should rule us,  
we control ourselves; 
though you should fulfill us,  
we console ourselves. 
We think your truth too high,  
your will too hard, 
your power too remote,  
your love too free.  
But they are not! 
And without them,  
we are of all people most miserable. 
Now heal our confused minds with your word, 
heal our divided wills with your law, 
heal our troubled consciences with your love, 
heal our anxious hearts with your presence, 
all for the sake of your Son, 
who loved us and gave himself for us. Amen. 

L 5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, 
we will certainly also be united with him in his 
resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done 
away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 

because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.  
8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also 
live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised 
from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has 
mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin 
once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
(Romans 6:5-10)

CONFESSION of SINS 
OUR CURRENT SERIES 
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Section 1: To Protest or Not to 
Protest 
 
The 1st Amendment 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.” 
 
1 Peter 2:13-14 
13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority 
instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme 
authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish 
those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 
 
Agree or Disagree: A Christian must obey all governmental laws 
unless that law forces the Christian to disobey God. 
 
Agree or Disagree: It is against our government’s law to 
participate in a protest in the United States. 
 
Agree or Disagree: It is against God’s law to participate in a 
protest in the United States. 
 
Agree or Disagree: This past week, some people assembled 
peaceably in Charlotte “to petition the government for a 
redress of grievances.” 
 
Agree or Disagree: If a protest occurs and you AGREE with the 
protesters, you MUST participate in that protest. 
 
Agree or Disagree: If a protest occurs and you AGREE with the 
protesters, it’s okay to do nothing about the issue at hand. 
 
Do you think the protests this week would have turned out better if 
more Christ-followers had been participating? 

LESSON 4: PROTEST 
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Children’s Question | Use Your Words 
 

Section 2: Methinks Thou Dost 
Protest Too Much? 
How do you react when you’re not the protester? 
 

1. Never stop learning. There is always new information. 
 
Proverbs 18:17 
The first to present his case seems right,  
till another comes forward and questions him.  
 
See if someone in your group can come up with an example of a 
time that their initial assumption was changed by the introduction 
of new information. 
 

2. Distinguish between the ends and the means. Many 
protests with perfectly good goals veer into sinful 
methods. 

 
“Now insurrection is nothing else than being one’s own judge 
and avenger, and that is something God cannot tolerate. 
Therefore, insurrection cannot help but make matters much 
worse, because it is contrary to God; God is not on the side of 
insurrection.”  – Martin Luther 
 
Explain the difference between an insurrection and a protest. 
Why do you think “insurrection” is sinful and “protest” is not? 
 

3. Be a dual-citizen. Help the government do the 
government’s job (restore and maintain order and 
justice) and let the church do the church’s job (bring the 
Gospel to those who don’t have it.) 

 
Mark 12:17 
Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s. 
 
Jesus spoke these words regarding taxes. Can you think of ways 
they apply to Christians helping with/being involved in/stepping 
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into protests?
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Section 3: Pray about the 
Protest 
If you or someone you love has been affected by this week’s 
protest, let’s pray for them now. Nothing is more valuable. 
 

Build Your Kingdom Here 

CHORUS 
Build your kingdom here, let the darkness fear; 
Show your mighty hand, heal our streets and land. 
Set your church on fire, win this nation back; 
Change the atmosphere. Build your kingdom here, we pray. 
 

Come, set your rule and reign, 
in our hearts again, 
Increase in us we pray, 
unveil why we’re made. 
Come, set our hearts ablaze with hope, 
like wildfire in our very souls; 
Holy Spirit come invade us now! 
We are your church, 
We need your pow’r in us. CHORUS 
 

We seek your kingdom first, 
We hunger and we thirst, 
Refuse to waste our lives, 
For you’re our joy and prize. 
To see the captive hearts released, 
The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace; 
We lay down our lives for heaven’s cause. 
We are your church, 
We pray: ‘revive this earth.’  CHORUS 
 

Unleash your kingdom’s power, 
Reaching the near and far, 
No force of hell can stop, 
Your beauty changing hearts. 
You made us for much more than this 
Awake the kingdom seed in us, 
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ. 
We are your church, 
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We are the hope on earth. CHORUS 2X 
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Offering 
Connection Cards 
Prayer Requests  
PayPal: illuminechurch@gmail.com 

 
Prayer& The Lord’s Prayer 

G Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins. 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

G Amen. 
 

THANKS & PRAYER 
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 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
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 this week @ 
ILLUMIN

E Today 
11:30am: Nursing Home Project & Sunday School 

Monday, September 26th 
 7pm: Small Group Session 1 
Tuesday, September 27th    

6pm: Confirmation Class 
6:30pm: DanceOut @ the Center 

Wednesday, September 28th    
 7pm: Small Group Session 1 
Thursday, September 29th  
 6pm: BASICS Course Session 2 of 4 
 7:30pm: Music Practice 
Sunday, October 2nd       

10am: NEW Series – Law/Gospel 
11:30am: Adult Bible Class & Sunday School 

 
Mark Your Calendars & Sign Up! 

Asheville Softball Tournament | 10/9, 1-7pm 
Cancer Killers Seminar | 10/15 
Illumine @ Oktoberfest | 10/15, 4-9pm  
Free Yard Sale | 10/29, 7am-12pm 
5th Sunday Potluck | 10/30 
Illumine @ Fort Mill Fall Festival | 10/31 

Illumine Church is a 
confessional Lutheran 

congregation and a 
member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, a 

national body of over 
1,300 congregations. 


