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useful 
NOTES 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
The goal of education at Illumine is that God would give you 
spiritual wisdom through lecture, discussion, & his Word. 
Everything that happens will revolve around a central 
concept. The class will last for 60-65 minutes.  
 

• Restrooms are in the pallet wall hallway. 
• There is a nursery available for parents and restless 

children. The rocking chairs in the sanctuary are for 
you, too. 

• Please fill out the connection card. It’s our best way 
to get people involved and to plan ahead. 

• The entire class is found in this booklet and on the 
screen. Use whichever you like. The written music 
for the songs is included on the following pages. 

• There will be an offering today. This is for the 
regulars – if you’re a guest, thanks for coming, it’s an 
honor to have you. 

 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. Everyone 
you see around you is working to accomplish the same goal –
that we can all be served by hearing what God has to say. If 
we can take down barriers that get between you and that 
message, we will.  
 
Thank you, 

 
 

Kent Reeder, Pastor 
(803)810-9398 
kentr@illuminechurch.com 

Show friends where you are – check in! 
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TODAY’S CLASS 
OUR CURRENT SERIES 

Christians are said to be “in the world” but not “of the 
world.” As we live here in the world and the time in 
which God placed us, we carry a sort of dual citizenship. 
We are members of the kingdom of God, and we are 
members of whatever organized, political state rules 
over us.  
 
Though our status as citizens of an earthly government is 
limited and far less important than our citizenship in 
God’s kingdom, we are still to take it seriously and treat 
it as a privilege. Thankfully, as we do so, God has given 
us instruction in the Bible as to what that might look like. 

Today: Established 
If it is true (and it is) that God has established all 
governing authorities, that means that he has even 
established those that do and allow things that seem to 
be outside of his will. The Christian citizen has the 
responsibility to respect and submit to government 
unless that government is forcing the Christian to choose 
“listening to the government” over “listening to God.” 
Let’s dig into how that plays out in today’s lesson.  

Lord, 
 

We thank you for your Son who chose the path of suffering 
for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, appoint 
us to obedience, and give us strength to follow his footsteps  

 
Amen. 

Education Series: Citizens 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
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G Have mercy on us, O God, 
according to your unfailing love. 
Forgive all our sins, take them away forever, 
and create in us clean hearts  
that humbly serve you and you alone. 

L Rest assured, God has forgiven all your sins. 
He did this through Jesus Christ, 
“Who, being in very nature God, 
did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, 
taking the very nature of a servant,  
being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient to death, 
even death on a cross!  

G Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place 
and gave him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:6-11) 

 

Be Still My Soul 

 

CONFESSION of SINS 
OUR CURRENT SERIES 
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Introduction: When in Rome… 
live under the Roman government. 
 
John 17:15-18 
15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that 
you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is 
truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the 
world.  
 

•  “not of the world” 
o What can we point to that explains how a Christian 

is “not of this world?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• “sent into the world” 
o What can we point to that explains how a Christian 

is “in the world?” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Children’s Question | Night Light 

LESSON 1: ESTABLISHED 



	 7	

Section 1: God Established 
Government 
So let’s see what he says about it. 
 
Romans 13:1-7 
Underline or circle what you find most significant. 
1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities,  
for there is no authority except that which God has established. 
The authorities that exist have been established by God.  

• Who is this section of God’s word for?  
(Who is the audience?)  

 
 
 

• How do we know if an authority “exists” or not?  
 
 
 

• What should we do if we are unsure? 
 
 
 
Underline or circle what you find most significant. 
2 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling 
against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 
judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those 
who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be 
free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and 
he will commend you. 4 For he is God’s servant to do you good. 
But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 
for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring 
punishment on the wrongdoer.  

• What is the function of government? 
 
 
 

• Evaluate this statement: “It is not really the government’s 
role to judge, but to act on the judgment of God.” 
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Underline or circle what you find most significant. 
5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only 
because of possible punishment but also because of 
conscience.  

• We understand submitting because of possible 
punishment, but what do you think is meant by submitting 
“because of conscience?” 

 
 
 
Underline or circle what you find most significant. 
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s 
servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give everyone 
what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.  

• Paul may indicate why this section exists in these verses. 
What question might have Christians been asking? 

 
 
 

• What reason does Paul give us to pay taxes, revenue, 
respect, and honor? 

 
 
 
This is the most comprehensive section on government in the 
entire New Testament. List the jobs of government below: 
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Section 2: Disagreeing with 
Governing Authorities 
Remember, God is not a fool and none of us are perfect. 
 
We should not be shocked when we disagree with people in 
authority. Work with your group to list 3 reasons why. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do those in authority deserve respect even when they don’t 
deserve respect? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can you give any examples of people in the Bible who respected 
governing authority even when the authorities were wrong? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What can be done when governing authorities are rebelling 
against Christ, their King? 
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Offering 
Connection Cards 
Prayer Requests  
PayPal: illuminechurch@gmail.com 

 
Prayer& The Lord’s Prayer 

G Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins. 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

G Amen. 
 

THANKS & PRAYER 
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Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
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 this week @ 
ILLUMIN

E Today 
11:30am: Supply Canvass & Sunday School 

Tuesday, September 6th   
 6pm: Confirmation Class 

6:30pm: DanceOut @ the Center 
Wednesday, September 7th   
 7pm: BASICS Course Initial Meeting @ the Center 
Sunday, September 11th       

10am: Citizens, Lesson 2 
11:30am: Supply Canvass & Sunday School 

 
Mark Your Calendars & Sign Up! 

Flyer Distribution | 9/18, 1-2pm 
NEW Small Groups Begin | Week of 9/18-24 
NEW Basics Course Begins | 9/7, 7pm 
Free Yard Sale | 10/29, 7am-12pm 
Worship Arts Seminar | 11/12, Time TBD 
 

Illumine Church is a 
confessional Lutheran 

congregation and a 
member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, a 

national body of over 
1,300 congregations. 


