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useful 
NOTES 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
The goal of education at Illumine is that God would give you 
spiritual wisdom through lecture, discussion, & his Word. 
Everything that happens will revolve around a central 
concept. The class will last for 60-65 minutes.  
 

• Restrooms are in the pallet wall hallway. 
• There is a nursery available for parents and restless 

children. The rocking chairs in the sanctuary are for 
you, too. 

• Please fill out the connection card. It’s our best way 
to get people involved and to plan ahead. 

• The entire class is found in this booklet and on the 
screen. Use whichever you like. The written music 
for the songs is included on the following pages. 

• There will be an offering today. This is for the 
regulars – if you’re a guest, thanks for coming, it’s an 
honor to have you. 

 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. Everyone 
you see around you is working to accomplish the same goal –
that we can all be served by hearing what God has to say. If 
we can take down barriers that get between you and that 
message, we will.  
 
Thank you, 

 
 

Kent Reeder, Pastor 
(803)810-9398 
kentr@illuminechurch.com 

Show friends where you are – check in! 
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TODAY’S CLASS 
OUR CURRENT SERIES 

The New Year often makes us think about new habits, 
fresh starts, and renewed passion for life. Resolutions 
are made, planners are purchased, all in a sort of 
“cleansing ritual” for our society. 
 
Renewal is important. Because our lives have sin and 
evil in them, they become complicated, corrupt and 
confusing. God knows this, and through Jesus’ work he 
gave us the opportunity to be reborn and renewed so 
that we don’t have to live with the pains of the past. We 
can begin again each day, looking forward to our 
ultimate renewal in heaven.  

Today: Etch-a-Sketch 
So easy to use, so difficult to master – and when you 
make a mistake you can just shake it off and start over. 
These things are true for the classic 1960s magnetic-
drawing toy, the Etch-a-Sketch, but they’re also true for 
the new life God gives us through Jesus.  
 
Life in Christ is easy to live, but we cannot master it 
because of our sinful nature. Nevertheless, pure 
forgiveness and a fresh start are always ours.  

Lord, 
 

Renew me, O eternal light, 
and let my heart and soul be bright; 

illumined with the light of grace 
that issues from your holy face. 

 
Amen. 

Education Series: Brand New Tablet 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
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MEDITATION & CONFESSION 
from Psalm 51 
 

L Have mercy upon us, O God, according to 
your perfect mercy. 

G Show us compassion and wipe away our offenses. 
Wash away our wickedness and cleanse us from 
our sins. 

L Help us to recognize the wrong we have done. 
G Help us to know that we have sinned against you 

and done what is evil in your sight. 
L So you are justified when you speak and judge. 
G Cleanse us from our sins, and we will be clean. 
L Hide your face from our sins and wipe away all our 

errors. 
G Create in us a clean heart and renew in us a right 

spirit, O Lord. 
 
 silence for prayer and reflection 
 

L Give to us the joy of knowing your saving help. 
G Sustain us with your Spirit. 
L Open our lips, O God, 
G and we will declare your praise. 
L Lord God, 

You are the one who forgives us and teaches us what 
is right and shows us the way we should go. You are 
the one who provides us with all that we need and 
protects all those who call on your name. Help us to 
remember your unfailing love, to give thanks for your 
forgiveness and your mercy, and to rely on your 
saving and healing power. For these and all our 
blessings, help us now to praise you with thankful and 
contrite hearts, in Jesus' name, 

G Amen. 
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Before the Throne of God Above 



	 6	

ETCH-A-SKETCH 

Children’s Message | Etch-a-Sketch 
 

Introduction 
1. Etch-a-Sketch expert volunteer? 

a. Draw a…  
 
Romans 7:18-24 
18 For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry 
it out. 19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil 
I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I 
do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living 
in me that does it.  

21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil 
is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in 
God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in the members of 
my body, waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my 
members. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me 
from this body of death? 
 

2. Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
 
 
 

3. How were we rescued? 
 
 
 

4. How rescued were we? 
 
 
 

5. What’s the deal with confession? 
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CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION/CONTRITION/REPENTANCE 

1

The Bible uses the word confession in two ways. 
 

1.   
 

2.  
 
Label these verses “1” or “2” based on those definitions. 
 
Leviticus 5:5 
5 “‘When anyone is guilty in any of these ways, he must 
confess in what way he has sinned…’” 
 
John 1:19-20 
19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem 
sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not 
fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Christ.” 
 
Ezra 10:10-11 
10 Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, “You have 
been unfaithful; you have married foreign women, adding to 
Israel’s guilt. 11 Now make confession to the LORD, the God of 
your fathers, and do his will.” 
 
Romans 10:9-10 
9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and 
are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and 
are saved. 
 
Proverbs 28:13 
13He who conceals his sins does not prosper,  
but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy.  
 
There is one word that is typically defined as contrition + faith. 
Any guesses? 
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2

1 John 1:8-10 
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make 
him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 
 
Identify the linguistic tools used to bind all three of these 
verses together. 
 
 
 
What is the key difference between the kind of person 
described in verse 9 and the kind described in verse 10? 
 
 
 
What does confessing our sins prove about us? 
 
 
 
How is “absolution” defined in these verses? 
 
 
 
The Big Question: 
What actually happens when you confess your sins? 
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PRACTICING CONFESSION 
For many years in the church (and not just the Catholic 
church), the practice of private confession was standard. 
Christians would go to their priest/pastor on a regular basis for 
confession – especially prior to receiving communion. This 
practice had pros and cons. 

This practice is mostly gone. This fact has pros and cons. 
Discuss with your neighbor and list some.  

 

      PRIVATE CONFESSING               NO CONFESSING 

C
O

N
S 

  
 

 
 

PR
O

S 
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Offering 
Connection Cards | Prayer Requests  
PayPal: illuminechurch@gmail.com 

Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
Apostles’ Creed 
Let All Together Praise Our God 

THANKSGIVING & PRAYER 

SUMMARY & REVIEW 
We, having been renewed in Christ, still confess with good 
reason. 
 
Confessing our sins does not secure our __________________;  
it gives evidence of our ___________________. 
 
God’s “not guilty” connotes an  ____________ ____________, 
our “I’m guilty” connotes a ____________ ____________. 
 
Repentance/Confession include: (No, not Chick-fil-A.) 

• C 
• F 
• A 
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  this week @ 
ILLUMINE 

Today 
11:30am: Blessing Bags  

Monday-Tuesday, January 11th-12th  
 Pastor Kent at Supercircuit in Atlanta, GA 
Wednesday, January 13th   
 7pm: Small Group 
Saturday, January 16th  
 3-9pm: Film Fest 
Sunday, January 17th   

10am: Brand New Tablet – Lesson 3 
11:30am: Community Service & Sunday School 

 
Mark Your Calendars & Sign Up! 

New Basics Course Begins | Week of January 18th  
Mornings with Mommy | January 21st, 10:30-11:30am  
School of Outreach | January 30th (all day) 
TRAFFICKED | March 5th, 10am-3pm 

Illumine Church is a 
confessional Lutheran 

congregation and a 
member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, a 

national body of over 
1,300 congregations. 


