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useful 
NOTES 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
The goal of education at Illumine is that God would give you 
spiritual wisdom through lecture, discussion, & his Word. 
Everything that happens will revolve around a central 
concept. The class will last for 60-65 minutes.  
 

• Restrooms are in the blue hallway. 
• There is a nursery available for parents and restless 

children. The rocking chairs in the sanctuary are for 
you, too. 

• Please fill out the connection card. It’s our best way 
to get people involved and to plan ahead. 

• The entire class is found in this booklet and on the 
screen. Use whichever you like. The written music 
for the songs is included on the following pages. 

• There will be an offering today. This is for the 
regulars – if you’re a guest, thanks for coming, it’s an 
honor to have you. 

 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. Everyone 
you see around you is working to accomplish the same goal –
that we can all be served by hearing what God has to say. If 
we can take down barriers that get between you and that 
message, we will.  
 
Thank you, 

 
 

Kent Reeder, Pastor 
(803)810-9398 
kentr@illuminechurch.com 

Show friends where you are – check in! 
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TODAY’S CLASS 
OUR CURRENT SERIES 

The New Year often makes us think about new habits, 
fresh starts, and renewed passion for life. Resolutions 
are made, planners are purchased, all in a sort of 
“cleansing ritual” for our society. 
 
Renewal is important. Because our lives have sin and 
evil in them, they become complicated, corrupt and 
confusing. God knows this, and through Jesus’ work he 
gave us the opportunity to be reborn and renewed so 
that we don’t have to live with the pains of the past. We 
can begin again each day, looking forward to our 
ultimate renewal in heaven.  

Today: Tabula Rasa 
Tabula Rasa means “clean slate” and, when we apply it 
to people, is used to suggest that they have nothing but 
the future ahead of them to shape them. While we can 
never fully escape the past (and we don’t need to – how 
else can we learn?), we can be renewed. In this renewal, 
we can redefine our world through a new set of eyes 
with a new kind of wisdom – the wisdom that comes from 
God.  

Lord, 
 

Renew me, O eternal light, 
and let my heart and soul be bright; 

illumined with the light of grace 
that issues from your holy face. 

 
Amen. 

Education Series: Brand New Tablet 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 



	 4	

MEDITATION & CONFESSION 
from Psalm 51 
 

L Have mercy upon us, O God, according to 
your perfect mercy. 

G Show us compassion and wipe away our offenses. 
Wash away our wickedness and cleanse us from 
our sins. 

L Help us to recognize the wrong we have done. 
G Help us to know that we have sinned against you 

and done what is evil in your sight. 
L So you are justified when you speak and judge. 
G Cleanse us from our sins, and we will be clean. 
L Hide your face from our sins and wipe away all our 

errors. 
G Create in us a clean heart and renew in us a right 

spirit, O Lord. 
 
 silence for prayer and reflection 
 

L Give to us the joy of knowing your saving help. 
G Sustain us with your Spirit. 
L Open our lips, O God, 
G and we will declare your praise. 
L Lord God, 

You are the one who forgives us and teaches us what 
is right and shows us the way we should go. You are 
the one who provides us with all that we need and 
protects all those who call on your name. Help us to 
remember your unfailing love, to give thanks for your 
forgiveness and your mercy, and to rely on your 
saving and healing power. For these and all our 
blessings, help us now to praise you with thankful and 
contrite hearts, in Jesus' name, 

G Amen. 
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Be Thou My Vision 

Children’s Message 
New or used? 
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TABULA RASA 

Introduction 
 

1. A fresh notebook can be... 
a. satisfying. 
b. exciting. 
c. paralyzing. 
d. daunting. 
e. confusing. 

 
f. other: _______________________________ 

 
2. Notebooks are where we store knowledge. The 

question is: Where does the knowledge comes form?  
a. Sum up Renè Descartes’ approach: 

 
 
 
 

b. Sum up John Locke’s response: 
 
 
 
 

3. The “renewal” or “regeneration” that Christ makes 
possible for us brings out the truth in both the rational 
and empirical approaches to understanding and 
growth. 
 

a. Rational:  
 
 

 
b. Empirical: 
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RENEWAL/REGENERATION 

1

The Bible speaks of renewal and regeneration frequently. 
Underline the words in verses below that prove this. 
 
Psalm 51 

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God,  
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  

11 Do not cast me from your presence  
or take your Holy Spirit from me.  

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation  
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 
What is a pure heart? How does God’s creating make us pure? 
 
 
 
What is a steadfast spirit? How does renewal make us 
steadfast? 
 
 
 
1 Peter 1:3-5, 23 
          3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are 
shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation 
that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 23 For you have 
been born again, not of perishable seed, but of 
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 
 
Note the cascading love of God in verses 3-5: 
 
 
 
In vs. 23, it says “you have been born again.” What does vs. 23 
indicate has not needed renewal, restoration, or rebirth? 
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2

John 3:3-8 
3 In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can 

see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”  
4 “How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus 

asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb to be born!”  

5 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter 
the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 
6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 

You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born 
again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is 
going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

 
How are we reborn? What tools does Jesus mention? 
 
 
 
Why are we reborn? What purpose does Jesus mention? 
 
 
 
By faith or by baptism? 
Matthaeus Hafenreffer , answering an objector who says: 
“You say that we are regenerated by baptism, but Peter 
attributes this to the Word.”  Both are true, for we are born 
again both by the Word and by baptism. But baptism is at the 
same time a visible seal of regeneration. “But what about 
this? If someone has been regenerated by the Word, does he 
still need to be baptized? And can it be said that for him 
baptism is a washing of regeneration?” The answer to both 
questions is yes. For also believers ought to be baptized, 
unless it cannot be done, unless baptism is made impossible 
by the circumstances. And when they are baptized, baptism 
is truly for them a washing of regeneration both because it 
adds a marvelous increase to the regeneration by the Word 
[Caution! Regeneration is instantaneous; what is increased is 
faith.] and because the sacramental action puts a seal on the 
regeneration to make faith more certain. (Loci, Book III, stat. 
IV, loc. VI, p 613) 
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RATIONAL vs. EMPIRICAL 
We’ve now heard what God says about our regeneration. 
Those verses and many more reinforce that God takes away 
the old and makes us something new. 

The question is, now that we are renewed, how clean is our 
slate? Do we, like Descartes suggested, build on things that 
previously existed – or, like Locke says, have a totally fresh 
approach to things? Discuss and fill in the chart. 

 

      RATIONAL      EMPIRICAL 

C
O

N
S 

  
 

 
 

PR
O

S 
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SUMMARY & REVIEW 
We, having been renewed in Christ, now fill our tabula rasa 
with understanding. 
 
List particular areas in your life that you are glad to have a 
clean slate. (relationships, ambition, stewardship, emotion, 
sexuality, worship, education, service, language, abuse, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Knowing that, empirically, our experiences can shape the 
way we fill our clean slate, what can you do to make sure 
your experiences help you grow? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Knowing that, rationally, the knowledge that will fill your 
slate comes from someone who pre-dates your experience, 
where will you look for that wisdom? How will you make sure 
you do it? 
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Offering 
Connection Cards | Prayer Requests  
PayPal: illuminechurch@gmail.com 

Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
G Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins. 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
G I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

All Glory Be to Christ 

THANKSGIVING & PRAYER 
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  this week @ 
ILLUMINE 

Today 
11:30am: Sunday School/Yard Sale Prep/Christmas 
Cleanup  

Wednesday, January 6th     
 7pm: Small Group 
Saturday, January 9th  
 10am: Small Group 
Sunday, January 10th  

10am: Brand New Tablet – Lesson 2 
11:30am: Community Service & Sunday School 

 
Mark Your Calendars 

Film Fest | January 16th, 3-9pm 
Mornings with Mommy | January 21st, 10:30-11:30am  
TRAFFICKED | March 5th, 10am-3pm 

Illumine Church is a 
confessional Lutheran 

congregation and a 
member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, a 

national body of over 
1,300 congregations. 


