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useful 
NOTES 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
The goal of education at Illumine is that God would give you 
spiritual wisdom through lecture, discussion, & his Word. 
Everything that happens will revolve around a central 
concept. The class will last for 60-65 minutes.  
 

• Restrooms are in the pallet wall hallway. 
• There is a nursery available for parents and restless 

children. The rocking chairs in the sanctuary are for 
you, too. 

• Please fill out the connection card. It’s our best way 
to get people involved and to plan ahead. 

• The entire class is found in this booklet and on the 
screen. Use whichever you like. The written music 
for the songs is included on the following pages. 

• There will be an offering today. This is for the 
regulars – if you’re a guest, thanks for coming, it’s an 
honor to have you. 

 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. Everyone 
you see around you is working to accomplish the same goal –
that we can all be served by hearing what God has to say. If 
we can take down barriers that get between you and that 
message, we will.  
 
Thank you, 

 
 

Kent Reeder, Pastor 
(803)810-9398 
kentr@illuminechurch.com 

Show friends where you are – check in! 
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TODAY’S CLASS 
OUR CURRENT SERIES 

Have you ever been reading the Bible and stumbled 
across something that just doesn’t make sense? How can 
this be true? What could this mean? It’s not uncommon 
for a book that tells the story of an all-powerful, all-
knowing, and ever-present God to be confusing to 
people with limited experiences like us. 
 
As we deal with these questions, we have the 
opportunity to act in faith, trusting that God has our best 
interest at heart. It’s good to ask questions – never stop 
doing so – but as you do, make sure to listen to those 
who care about you (like your savior) for answers. 

Today: Contradictions 
The Bible was written by several authors over a long 
period of time, and though God took an active role in its 
development we wouldn’t precisely say that he sat down 
to write a singular story (like an author of a novel does.) 
God gave us a series of valuable snapshots, each his 
true Word, and allow us to follow the salvation story 
through them. That being said, there can be confusing 
and seemingly contradictory actions, ideas, or stories 
that take place. We’ll explain some of these today.  

Lord, 
O grant me wisdom from above, 

to pray for peace and cling to love, 
And teach me humbly to receive 

the sun and rain of your sovereignty. 
Amen. 

Education Series: Sketch 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
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 Hide Away in the Love of Jesus 
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Introduction: Wisdom & Foolishness 
Or, “It’s okay. God gets it even if you don’t.” 
 
Initial Principles 

• God sees the bigger picture. 
o Job 38-41 | God puts Job in his place. 
o 1 Corinthians 1:25 | For the foolishness of God is 

wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than man’s strength. 

 
• God eliminates contradiction. 

o Numbers 23:19 | God is not a man, that he should 
lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his 
mind. 

o John 5:39-40 | You diligently study the Scriptures 
because you think that by them you possess 
eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify 
about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have 
life. 

 
 
 

 
 
Children’s Question | Is God OK with violence? 

QUESTIONS RE:CONTRADICTIONS 
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Section 1: OT God vs. NT God 
Why do God’s actions seem to differ between the testaments? 
 

• The key idea here is that God is not different from the 
Old to the New Testaments. 

◦ We can prove this with passages like... 
▪ Psalm 102:26,27 | [The created earth and 

heavens] will perish, but you remain; they 
will all wear out like a garment. Like 
clothing you will change them and they 
will be discarded. 27 But you remain the 
same, and your years will never end. 

▪ James 1:17 | Every good and perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father 
of the heavenly lights, who does not 
change like shifting shadows. 

▪ Malachi 3:6 | I the LORD do not change. So 
you, O descendants of Jacob, are not 
destroyed. 

◦ Admittedly, this can be a little bit… circular. 
 

• We sense conflict with God’s ___________ & ___________. 
◦ So how can this be acceptable? 

▪ The story of ___________, the power of the 
___________ ___________.  

 
 

 



	 7	

Section 2: The Bible vs. God’s Word 

We need to talk about the canon. BOOM! 
 
The entire Bible was written by many different people over 
hundreds of years. Religious leaders decided which books 
were included in the Bible and which weren’t.  
 
So, how do you get someone to believe in the Bible?  
 

• The “Word of God” has ___________ and ___________ 
senses. 

o WIDE: God’s thoughts, words, and intentions. 
Any promise or declaration that God wills. 

o NARROW: The inspired writings of the apostles 
and prophets. 

§ These are technically non-essential, but 
important to us because of ___________. 

 
 

• The citations and arguments for verbal inspiration are 
reassuring only for a Christian. 

• Canon was decided by the church fathers. Sort of. 
o There have been ___________ books that 

someone at some point has thought were part of 
the inspired word of God. 

 
So, how do you get someone to believe in the Bible who doesn’t 
believe the Bible? 
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Section 3: Prescription vs. Description 
But also kind of females vs. males. 
 
Why are there gender inequalities? 
 
Short answer:  

There aren’t. God never says that one gender is more 
valuable than the other. 

 
The Head/Helper Principle: 

The following passages describe the genders as 
different in role using the “head/helper” principle. 
 
Genesis 1:26-31 
Genesis 2:18-25 
Genesis 3:16-20 
Ephesians 5:21-33 
Colossians 3:18-19 
1 Peter 3:1-7 
1 Corinthians 11:2-16 
1 Corinthians 14:26-40 
1 Timothy 2:8-15 
 
And in all of these cases, the head/helper principle 
applies to the cooperation of husbands and wives – not 
men and women in general. 
 

Prescription in Scripture: 
 
 
Description in Scripture:  
 
 
 
 
Finally… 
How can you use the questions we discussed today? 
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Offering 
Connection Cards 
Prayer Requests  
PayPal: illuminechurch@gmail.com 

 
Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer 

G Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins. 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
If I Stand 
 
Sending 
 

THANKSGIVING & PRAYER 
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If I Stand 
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 this week @ 
ILLUMINE 

Today 
11:30am: Supply Canvass 
11:30am: Sunday School 
7pm: Small Group @ the Center 

Tuesday, May 24th  
 7pm: Small Group @ the Center 
Wednesday, May 25th  
 6:15pm: BASICS Course (New) 

7:30pm: Small Group @ the Reeder’s 
Thursday, May 19th   
 10:30am: Mornings with Mommy 
Friday, May 20th  
 10am: BASICS Course 
Sunday, May 22nd     

10am: Confirmation Sunday 
11:30am: Catechism Review / Sunday School 
12pm: Confirmation Luncheon 

 
Mark Your Calendars & Sign Up! 

Volunteer Banquet | June 11th  
Bacon Sunday (Father’s Day) | June 19th  
Youth @ Whitewater Center | June 21st  
Science Camp | July 18-22 

Illumine Church is a 
confessional Lutheran 

congregation and a 
member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, a 

national body of over 
1,300 congregations. 


