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useful 
NOTES 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
The goal of education at Illumine is that God would give you 
spiritual wisdom through lecture, discussion, & his Word. 
Everything that happens will revolve around a central 
concept. The class will last for 60-65 minutes.  
 

• Restrooms are in the pallet wall hallway. 
• There is a nursery available for parents and restless 

children. The rocking chairs in the sanctuary are for 
you, too. 

• Please fill out the connection card. It’s our best way 
to get people involved and to plan ahead. 

• The entire class is found in this booklet and on the 
screen. Use whichever you like. The written music 
for the songs is included on the following pages. 

• There will be an offering today. This is for the 
regulars – if you’re a guest, thanks for coming, it’s an 
honor to have you. 

 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. Everyone 
you see around you is working to accomplish the same goal –
that we can all be served by hearing what God has to say. If 
we can take down barriers that get between you and that 
message, we will.  
 
Thank you, 

 
 

Kent Reeder, Pastor 
(803)810-9398 
kentr@illuminechurch.com 

Show friends where you are – check in! 
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TODAY’S CLASS 
OUR CURRENT SERIES 

Have you ever been reading the Bible and stumbled 
across something that just doesn’t make sense? How can 
this be true? What could this mean? It’s not uncommon 
for a book that tells the story of an all-powerful, all-
knowing, and ever-present God to be confusing to 
people with limited experiences like us. 
 
As we deal with these questions, we have the 
opportunity to act in faith, trusting that God has our best 
interest at heart. It’s good to ask questions – never stop 
doing so – but as you do, make sure to listen to those 
who care about you (like your savior) for answers. 

Today: Old Stuff 
The Bible was written over the course of hundreds of 
years, and those years all took place many hundreds of 
years ago. Beyond that, Genesis, the first book of the 
Bible, starts at the very beginning of time. Many of the 
questions submitted were the result of how difficult it is 
to be so far removed from the things we read in the 
Bible, and how this distance blocks our ability to know 
exactly what happened. Nevertheless, we will do our 
best to shed as much light as we can, and God will know 
the rest!  

 
God of creation, all-powerful, all-wise, 
Lord of the universe rich with surprise, 

Maker, Sustainer, and Ruler of all, 
we are Your children - You hear when we call. 

Amen. 

Education Series: Sketch 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 



	 4	 

Brokenness Aside 
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Section 1: Creation 
The “because of what” side of “Why am I here?” 
 
Initial Principles 

• God has not changed throughout history. 
o Psalm 25:6 | Remember, O Lord, your great 

mercy and love, for they are from of old. 
 

• The Bible records historical for meaning and story, not 
for archival purposes. 

o For example: Abraham first appears at age 75. As 
the most important figure in Jewish history (the 
father of their nation), a history book would have 
recorded more detail about his early life. 

o John 5:39-40 | You diligently study the Scriptures 
because you think that by them you possess 
eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify 
about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have 
life. 

 
 
Why does creation matter? 

• Look up Genesis 1:26.  
o Creation shows us the nature of our relationship 

with God.  
• Look up Genesis 2:9.  

o Creation separates evil from God. 
• Other thoughts? 

 
 

 
 
Children’s Question | Why you? 

QUESTIONS RE:OLD STUFF 
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Section 1: Archaeology, Anthropology, and Us 
Why is there so much evidence of so many kinds? 
 
Is the soul the basic distinction between human and animal? 

• Read Genesis 1:28-31.  
• Consider also the difference shown in the Tower of 

Babel, Genesis 11.  
 
 
 

• The big question: What is God’s image??? 
 
 
 
How are humans different than archaeologically evidenced 
humanoids that predate humans like us? Does this come down 
to the soul as well?  

• Carbon dating issues. 
 
 
 

• Let’s read Ephesians 1:3-6 | 3 Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 

For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to 
be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he 
predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus 
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the 
praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us 
in the One he loves. 
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Section 2: Places and Things 

What’s that? 
 
Where is the land of Nod? 

• Genesis 4:15-16 | 15 But the Lord said to him, “Not so; if 
anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times 
over.” Then the Lord put a mark on Cain so that no one 
who found him would kill him. 16 So Cain went out from 
the Lord’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of 
Eden. 

 
• NOD is a Hebrew word meaning _____________________. 

Appropriate meanings of Biblical names don’t make it all 
just a metaphor, though. Think about the way we name 
things today…i.e. Boaty McBoatface 

 
 
 
Who was Melchizedek? 

• Read Genesis 14:17-20.  
• What was going on before these verses? 

 
 
 
 

• Was Melchizedek a priest like Aaron, that is, part of the 
tribe of Levi? 

 
 
 
 

• Why do you think Moses included this detail? 
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Section 3: Strange. 
But, wait, what? 
 
Why were women who weren’t pregnant unclean every four 
weeks? 

• Leviticus 15:19 is the reference for this. What is the 
overall theme of Leviticus 15? 

 
 
 

• What’s the difference between being ceremonially 
unclean and being morally unclean? 

 
 
 

• Misunderstand this has led to crazy, foolish applications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do we technically only follow 9 of the 10 commandments… If I 
remember correctly, the commandment about keeping the 
Sabbath Day holy is not referred to again the New Testament, 
but the other 9 are? I could be absolutely wrong about that. The 
really important question here - is Chick-fil-A doing the right 
thing, or are they just trying to keep me from those delicious 
chicken minis on Sundays for fun? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally… 
How can you use the questions we discussed today? 
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Offering 
Connection Cards 
Prayer Requests  
PayPal: illuminechurch@gmail.com 

 
Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer 

G Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins. 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
Be Thou My Vision (Next Page) 
 
Sending 
 

THANKSGIVING & PRAYER 
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Be Thou My Vision 
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 this week @ 
ILLUMINE 

Today 
11:30am: Supply Canvass 
11:30am: Sunday School 

Thursday, May 19th   
 10:30am: Mornings with Mommy 
Friday, May 20th  
 10am: BASICS Course 
Sunday, May 22nd     

10am: Sketch, Part 4 // Graduation Recognition 
11:30am: Supply Canvass & Sunday School 
Theme: Lunch – Sandwiches, Lunchables 

 
Mark Your Calendars & Sign Up! 

Confirmation/Lunch | May 29th 

Bacon Sunday (Father’s Day) | June 19th  
Youth @ Whitewater Center | June 21st  
Science Camp | July 18-22 
Teacher Appreciation @ Rosewood | August 12th  

Illumine Church is a 
confessional Lutheran 

congregation and a 
member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, a 

national body of over 
1,300 congregations. 


