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useful 
NOTES 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
The goal of education at Illumine is that God would give you 
spiritual wisdom through lecture, discussion, & his Word. 
Everything that happens will revolve around a central 
concept. The class will last for 60-65 minutes.  
 

• Restrooms are in the pallet wall hallway. 
• There is a nursery available for parents and restless 

children. The rocking chairs in the sanctuary are for 
you, too. 

• Please fill out the connection card. It’s our best way 
to get people involved and to plan ahead. 

• The entire class is found in this booklet and on the 
screen. Use whichever you like. The written music 
for the songs is included on the following pages. 

• There will be an offering today. This is for the 
regulars – if you’re a guest, thanks for coming, it’s an 
honor to have you. 

 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. Everyone 
you see around you is working to accomplish the same goal –
that we can all be served by hearing what God has to say. If 
we can take down barriers that get between you and that 
message, we will.  
 
Thank you, 

 
 

Kent Reeder, Pastor 
(803)810-9398 
kentr@illuminechurch.com 

Show friends where you are – check in! 
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TODAY’S CLASS 
OUR CURRENT SERIES 

Have you ever been reading the Bible and stumbled 
across something that just doesn’t make sense? How can 
this be true? What could this mean? It’s not uncommon 
for a book that tells the story of an all-powerful, all-
knowing, and ever-present God to be confusing to 
people with limited experiences like us. 
 
As we deal with these questions, we have the 
opportunity to act in faith, trusting that God has our best 
interest at heart. It’s good to ask questions – never stop 
doing so – but as you do, make sure to listen to those 
who care about you (like your savior) for answers. 

Today: Life & Death 
Many of the submitted questions were about life and 
death: life-spans, strange births, resurrections, and 
eternity. We’ll talk through several questions, and if they 
inspire more for your simply jot them down on your 
connection card and put them in the offering plate when 
it is passed. We’re in this together, so if you don’t 
understand something please don’t hesitate to raise 
your hand and ask. Thanks! 

Lord, 
 

You take those that are broken. 
You take those that are dead. 

You make something of nothing. 
There is life in your hands. 

 
Amen. 

Education Series: Sketch 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
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MEDITATION & CONFESSION 
from Psalm 51 
 

L Have mercy upon us, O God, according to 
your perfect mercy. 

G Show us compassion and wipe away our offenses. 
Wash away our wickedness and cleanse us from 
our sins. 

L Help us to recognize the wrong we have done. 
G Help us to know that we have sinned against you 

and done what is evil in your sight. 
L So you are justified when you speak and judge. 
G Cleanse us from our sins, and we will be clean. 
L Hide your face from our sins and wipe away all our 

errors. 
G Create in us a clean heart and renew in us a right 

spirit, O Lord. 
 
 silence for prayer and reflection 
 

L Give to us the joy of knowing your saving help. 
G Sustain us with your Spirit. 
L Open our lips, O God, 
G and we will declare your praise. 
L Lord God, 

You are the one who forgives us and teaches us what 
is right and shows us the way we should go. You are 
the one who provides us with all that we need and 
protects all those who call on your name. Help us to 
remember your unfailing love, to give thanks for your 
forgiveness and your mercy, and to rely on your 
saving and healing power. For these and all our 
blessings, help us now to praise you with thankful and 
contrite hearts, in Jesus' name, 

G Amen. 
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 Make of Our Hearts 
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Introduction: Life & Death in General 
A semi-rapid-fire look at these two realities. 
 
Initial Principles 

• Only God has authority over life and death. 
o Job 12:10 | In his hand is the life of every creature  

and the breath of all mankind.  
 

o Deuteronomy 32:39 | “See now that I myself am 
He! There is no god besides me. I put to death 
and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, 
and no one can deliver out of my hand.  

 
When does life begin? 

• An individual’s life begins when God starts it.  
o Luke 1:35-45 | Unborn Jesus & John the Baptist 

 
• Other definitions of the starting-point of life depend on 

assumptions about human capabilities. However, a 
person’s accomplishments ____________________ our 
personhood, they do not ___________________ it. 

 
When does life end? 

• Time of Grace vs. Time of Death 
o If you are a Christian, when does your life end? 

 
• Physical life ends when… 
• Spiritual life ends when… 

 
Is human life more important than other (plant and animal) life? 

• Matthew 6:25-29 | Birds and Lilies 

 
Children’s Question | Am I alive? 
 

QUESTIONS RE:LIFE & DEATH 
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Section 1: In the Beginning 
Things were a little different… 
 
How did people live to be over 900 years old? 

• Genesis 5 
o Who lived longest? 
o Who lived shortest? 
o Note the potential overlaps: 

 
 

• “Created to live forever” has scientific ramifications. 
• Mutations and Genetic Bottlenecks may have resulted in 

changed life spans. 
• The “Water Canopy” theory. 

o Genesis 7:11 | …the floodgates of the heavens 
were opened. 

 
Cain and Seth had children – but with whom? 

• Define Occam’s Razor 
 
 

o Therefore they probably married… 
 

• Romans 8:18-22 | Decay of the physical world. 
o Can the idea that the world (including our genes) 

has continually decayed since the fall help make 
sense or justify these marriages? 

 



	 8	

Section 2: The Life and Death of Jesus 
The life and death of the giver of life and death. 
 
Was Jesus born on a Wednesday? 
 
Was Lazarus a zombie?  

• Resurrections in the Bible 
o 1 Kings 17:17-24 | Zeraphath Widow’s Son 
o 2 Kings 4:35 | Shunammite’s Son 
o 2 Kings 13:21 | Man who touched Elisha’s bones 
o Luke 7:13-15 | Nain Widow’s Son 
o Matthew 9:25 | Jairus’ Daughter 
o John 11 | Lazarus 
o Matthew 27:52-53 | Many Dead 
o Matthew 28:5-7 | Jesus 
o Acts 9:36-42 | Tabitha 
o Acts 20:9-12 | Eutychus 

 
• Definition of Zombie: 

 
 
 

o 3 Kinds of Zombies 
§ Voodoo, Disease, Possession 

 
 
Why was Jesus’ death necessary? 

• Where does life come from? 
o Nourishment 
o Chemical Balance 
o God’s Hand 

• Genesis 2:16-17 | And the Lord God commanded the 
man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 
but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” 

o Why would eating from the tree cause death? 
 
 

• Jesus had to die to be our substitute in all things. 



	 9	

Section 3: Life After Death 
Which brings us today’s Can o’ Worms. 
 
Will there be things other than homo-sapiens in heaven? 

• Why is this such a common question? 
 
 
 

• Isaiah 11:6-9 | 6 The wolf will live with the lamb,  
the leopard will lie down with the goat,  
the calf and the lion and the yearling together;  
and a little child will lead them.  
7 The cow will feed with the bear,  
their young will lie down together,  
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  
8 The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, 
and the young child put his hand into the viper’s 
nest. 9 They will neither harm nor destroy  
on all my holy mountain,  
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea.  

• Literal or figurative? (And if it is literal, can the animals in 
heaven be the same ones that lived on earth?)  

 
 
 
 
Finally… 
How can you use the questions we discussed today? 
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Offering 
Connection Cards 
Prayer Requests  
PayPal: illuminechurch@gmail.com 

 
Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer 

G Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins. 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
Heaven is My Home (Next Page) 
 
Sending 
 

THANKSGIVING & PRAYER 
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 Heaven is My Home 
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  this week @ 
ILLUMINE 

Today 
11:30am: Supply Canvass 
11:30am: Sunday School 
4pm: Installation of Pastor Jim Douglas  

Thursday, May 5th   
 6pm: Confirmation Class 
Friday, May 6th  
 Illumine Booth @ Strawberry Festival 
Saturday, May 7th   
 Illumine Booth @ Strawberry Festival 
Sunday, May 8th     

9-10am: Free Family Portraits 
10am: Sketch, Part 2 
11am-12pm: Free Family Portraits 
11:30am: Supply Canvass & Sunday School 

 
Mark Your Calendars & Sign Up! 

Small Groups | Week of May 8th  
Volunteer Banquet | May 14th  
Mornings with Mommy | May 19th  
Confirmation/Lunch | May 29th 
Science Camp | July 18-22 

Illumine Church is a 
confessional Lutheran 

congregation and a 
member of the  

Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, a 

national body of over 
1,300 congregations. 


