
  



1 SEE LIFE BETTER 
 

verse 1, part 1 
There is a light exposing the cracks 

in my hastily made, dishonest facade 
and as it shines, what's left of my pride 
cannot hide that I am an obvious fraud. 

 

RETREAT 
Insecurity causes us to retreat inward. 
 
Interestingly, this is illustrated in the elevated rate of schizophrenia among those with Asperger 
Syndrome. Because those with Asperger’s often feel uncomfortable in social situations, they have a 
tendency to withdraw inward. Once they are walled off from those around them, they have no one left to 
communicate with but themselves. This leads to the development of multiple personalities. (It is a sad 
commentary on the brokenness of the world that those who struggle with Asperger’s find their situation 
compounded because they have to fear their peers, who should care for and accept them.)   
 
Whether or not Asperger’s is part of your life, though, you know what it means to retreat inward. Everyone 
does it. When the house of cards begins to topple, when the lies are exposed, when the best face you can 
put forward isn’t good enough, you retreat. When your failures prove your imperfection…what else is 
there to do? You go where you believe it will be safest. 
 
Jesus sees you when you retreat. It has to be difficult for him to watch, since he loves every one of us, died 
for every one of us, and offers dignity and righteousness for free. Even more than that, it has to be difficult 
for him to watch because he knows the futility in it. The only reason you believe that it is safer inside 
yourself is because it is familiar. God knows and Jesus proved that the safest place to turn is not within – it 
is to him.  
 
Luke 12:1-3 
Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling on one another, 
Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, 
which is hypocrisy. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made 
known. What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the 
ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.” 
 
No one can hide from reality. The deeper you retreat within yourself, the more you’ll realize that there is 
no refuge for you there. Hiding inside of whatever set of assumptions and theories you think make the 
world work is going to fail.  
 
Here’s the crazy part, though. That thing from which you flee as you retreat, that thing that makes you so 
insecure – it is the truth. That truth comes from God, and it is for your benefit even though the devil tries to 
convince you that it is frightening. Hypocrisy, as Jesus identified it in the Pharisees, is to say one thing (i.e. 
“I want safety”) and to do another (i.e. run away from the truth.) 
 
Insecurity causes us to retreat inward, but you can’t get away from the truth. Thank Jesus! 
 
 
 
 
 



2 SEE LIFE BETTER 
 

verse 1, part 2 
And by the light I'm known as weak and unworthy but comforted all the same 

because it shows me Jesus promising hope that he loves me despite my shame. 
There is a light on me it shines offering mercy in spite of the mess. 

Look to the light and you will find a pure, unburdened rest. 
 

HURT 
In general, hurt is something you try to avoid, and with good reason. In an imperfect world, though it was 
never designed to work this way, hurt can be helpful.  
 
Have you ever felt a “good hurt”? Maybe after strenuous exercise, or when a loved one says goodbye in 
order to go do something that makes you proud?  
 
A good hurt is what you feel when your imperfections (be they physical, mental, or emotional) hate the fact 
that they are face to face with that which is better than they are. Like a vampire being exposed to the sun, 
imperfection hates that which is good and true and helpful because the reality of the worthlessness of our 
imperfections are so much clearer when they are compared to that which is good.  
 
Jesus – the light from which you cannot escape and by which you are shown for who you really are – brings 
a good hurt. The closer you are to him, the more you see who he really is, the more shame you feel for who 
you really are. At the same time, though, you realize the truth of an unstoppable hope that Christ offers. 
This is what Jesus was teaching to a man named Nicodemus in John 3. 
 
John 3:16-21 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. This is the 
verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds 
were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds 
will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that 
what they have done has been done in the sight of God.  
 
“Mercy in spite of the mess” is the only hope for those “whose deeds are evil.” The more you 
understand Christ, the more you stand in the light. The more you stand in the light, the more 
plainly obvious it is that there is evil in you. If you don’t think there is any, take the challenge. Get 
closer to Jesus. Study his words and see him more clearly.  
 
You may find that it causes the best hurt ever.  



3 SEE LIFE BETTER 
 

verse 2, part 1 
There is a light exposing the cracks 

in the theories in which I choose to believe 
and as it shines debunked by the limitless 

wisdom of God my ignorance flees. 
 

BUNKUM 
North Carolina had a congressional representative, Felix Walker, who was concerned that his constituents 
didn’t think he was working hard enough. When the debate about whether or not Missouri should become 
a state (this was in 1820) was brought to the floor of the House of Representatives, Felix had an idea: he 
decided to take the floor and speak. Not only that, he decided to speak for as long as it took for him to say 
something that would be printed in the newspapers back in North Carolina, so that the people who read 
about him would be sure he was doing what they paid him to do.  
 
This speech, unfortunately, has been summarized as “dull and irrelevant.”  
 
There’s a lot in the world that is dull and irrelevant.  
 
When Felix was asked to stop, he refused, insisting that he was “talking for Buncombe” (a city in NC) and 
would keep going until the people had heard about his work. From then on, the silly people our 
government representatives have to try to please have been referred to as bunkum, and the fruitless things 
they do to pacify those people are called bunk.  
 
You are the bunkum of the world, and the devil would like nothing more than for you to be constantly 
consumed by worthless bunk. The trivial, the lurid, the foolish, the wasteful – all of this fills minds and 
distracts people from that which is truly important.  
 

Ecclesiastes 2:12-14 
Then I turned my thoughts to consider wisdom, 

and also madness and folly. 
What more can the king’s successor do 

than what has already been done? 
I saw that wisdom is better than folly, 
just as light is better than darkness. 
The wise have eyes in their heads, 

while the fool walks in the darkness; 
but I came to realize 

that the same fate overtakes them both. 
 

You have a representative, Jesus Christ, whose every action is constructive and helpful to you, which is an 
important difference between him and Felix Walker. The closer you get to Felix Walker, the more you 
study the actual words he said in that rambling speech about Missouri’s statehood, the more you realize it 
is worthless. The closer you get to Christ, on the other hand, and the more you study the words he said as 
he carefully spoke the gospel for generations to hear it and be saved, the more you realize what’s bunk 
and what really matters. Wisdom is better than folly. Light is better than darkness.  
 
There is a lot of bunk for us bunkumites to be distracted by, but it cannot stand against the power of the 
truth God gives us in his Word.  
  



4 SEE LIFE BETTER 
 

verse 2, part 2 
And by this light the lies in which I am tangled can easily be untied 

for I am guided by the one in whose mind is the line between wrong and right. 
There is a light in me it shines driving away all of darkness's lies. 
Look to the light and you will find the truth will make you wise. 

 

KNOT 
There’s a great scene in the book “Maniac Magee” by Jerry Spinelli involving a knot that nobody can 
untangle. It hangs in the window of a local pizzeria, and the owner of the restaurant has promised free 
pizza for life to anyone who can untangle it.  
 
The problem is, the knot is complicated, and its complexity gives it power.  
 
As a human being, your limited mind and limited worldview make a lot of things seem very complicated. 
Facing challenges and problems that are more than our minds can handle is part of what it means to be 
human. In many cases, those problems end up controlling us – we give them power over us. It’s why one 
person can’t lose weight, another can’t quit an addiction, another can’t advance in their career. Problems 
that are big and complex and take massive investments of mental energy get power because we think they 
can’t be undone.  
 
Maniac Magee – the odd, analytically minded orphan in Spinelli’s book – doesn’t like that kind of power. 
He rejects it. Knowing that there is no knot that can’t be untied, he studies and considers the pizza parlor 
problem, making tiny moves and careful deduction until, at last, it is untied.  
 
Knots are much easier for God than for Magee. His wisdom sees through even the most complicated 
situation. You know the one you don’t think can’t be undone? The sin of your past? The desperation of your 
present? The uncertainty of your future?  
 

Psalm 119:130-135 
The unfolding of your words gives light; 

it gives understanding to the simple. 
I open my mouth and pant, 

longing for your commands. 
Turn to me and have mercy on me, 

as you always do to those who love your name. 
Direct my footsteps according to your word; 

let no sin rule over me. 
Redeem me from human oppression, 

that I may obey your precepts. 
Make your face shine on your servant 

and teach me your decrees. 
 
“Let no sin rule over me. Redeem me from human oppression.” Give me your wisdom, Lord, that I might 
not be overcome by the lies that hold me back. May the light of the wisdom of God allow you to see, study, 
and consider the world around you, so that his power becomes your power – all by his grace.  
 
There is a lot you can’t untangle, but I’m not sure God even knows what a knot looks like.   

 
  



5 SEE LIFE BETTER 
 

verse 3, part 1 
There is a light exposing the cracks 

in the rose-colored glass I use to assume. 
And as it shines I realize the shadows 

to which I withdraw will not let me bloom. 
 

ROSE-COLORED 
During the American Civil War – a costly war in which over 750,000 Americans lost their lives – doctors 
had a great deal of work to do, and they had to do it with relatively limited knowledge. As they struggled 
to treat the wide variety of issues soldiers were facing, some turned to a new-found science of color 
therapy. The theory was that colors had the power to physiologically impact people. Some doctors 
ordered special glasses to be made with different colored lenses.  
 
Though color therapy proved largely inefficient, they did find that rose-colored glasses gave soldiers a 
more positive outlook. Instead of seeing the world for what it was, it seemed more lush and vibrant. 
Unfortunately, despite their improved outlook, they weren’t actually better in any way.  
 
Ephesians 5:8-20 
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the 
light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to 
do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. It is shameful even to mention what the 
disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is 
illuminated becomes a light. This is why it is said: 

“Wake up, sleeper, 
   rise from the dead, 
   and Christ will shine on you.” 

Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. Do not get 
drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving 
thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Have you ever been around someone who seemed to wear rose-colored glasses when it came to their life? 
I’m not focused so much here on someone who is optimistic about things, as the phrase has come to mean, 
but rather someone who pretends things are much better than they really are. In doing so, they lie to 
themselves and to everyone around them. Most importantly, they don’t make anything get better. It just 
stays broken.  
 
In Ephesians, Paul talks about this idea using the metaphor of darkness, and he urges people to take off the 
glasses. “Everything exposed by the light becomes visible.” Though it might seem best to hide or 
disguise those parts of our lives that are least attractive, God suggests the opposite. Don’t hide them. 
Expose them. Let light and truth shine on them.  
 
That way, not only can they be worked on and fixed, but they become lights that show others hope.  
 
Whatever it is you’re tempted to lie about, to gloss over, let it out. The love of Jesus is big enough to love 
you even at your ugliest…and that provides an actual positive outlook.  
  



6 SEE LIFE BETTER 
 

verse 3, part 2 
And by this light I see 

the chances he gives me 
to love as the Savior loves 

and as I do, I know I'll never 
run out for he always provides enough. 

There is a light through me it shines 
onto the ones Jesus died to protect. 

Look to the light and you will find 
they need what you reflect. 

HOARDER 

 
Matthew 5:13-16 
 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no 
longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and 
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven.  
 
It’s difficult to understand, but some people are afraid to get rid of things. More than just a hesitancy to be 
wasteful, these people suffer from a disordered way of thinking that leads them to hold onto everything 
they can. They find comfort and empowerment in hoarding things, reassuring themselves that as long as 
they still have a thing, they can’t find themselves wanting. Diagnosed hoarders aren’t alone. You do this, 
too. In fact, I’m guessing that right now you could name a few things that would be very, very hard for you 
to give up. Things you are “hoarding.”  
 
If you were called on to assist an orphan, refugee child who was in need, how much would you give for 
them? Some of your income? Old clothing? Maybe you’d go and buy some things for them?  
 
You and I are hesitant to give and give and give to the point of hurting our assets. Hiding behind principles 
of stewardship and of shrewd management, we are slow to give and quick to keep – and not just with 
physical possessions. Conversation, emotion, intimacy, transparency, and even love are all held back and 
treated like very precious commodities.  
 
Which they are – except that they don’t work like the other commodities. They aren’t about being 
accumulated for the sake of richness. They’re designed for giving, and they are enhanced when given. 
You can certainly have conversations, emotions, intimacy, transparency, and love for self, but these are all 
vastly improved when invested in others.  
 
Believe it or not, the same is true of physical assets. They’re fine when hoarded, but much better when 
shared. You see, God doesn’t care very much about giving people things. He doesn’t care if you have a 
high net worth. He cares if you share your net worth with others. God isn’t in the business of giving people 
“stuff.” He’s in the business of giving people opportunities.  
 
Opportunities well-spent lead to more opportunities. Assets hoarded – just messy. Christ is the perfect 
example of this: he gave up all the assets of the universe to pursue the opportunity to save us, and in doing 
so opened the door to infinite opportunities to reflect his love.   



7 SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME (NEWBORN LIGHT) 
 

Chorus 
And we see from the manger newborn light 

shines in glory through the night! 
Darkness there no more resides; 

in this light faith now abides! 
 

PROOF OF LIGHT 

 
At creation, God said, “Let there be light.” In that moment, through those words, light existed for the first 
time. The Bible mentions that other things may have already existed at that point: it mentions “waters” and 
“the deep.” But to the question of exactly what else existed at that point: Honestly, it didn’t matter, did it? 
Because there was no light. You couldn’t have seen it to know and appreciate its existence anyway, so it 
didn’t matter if it was there. 
 
God created light again, in a different way, at the birth of Christ. For the first time, in that moment, purity 
itself existed in bodily form. This true God and true man, this messiah, was something as entirely different 
than anything else that had been seen before – as different as light from a universe that had only known 
darkness. 
 
John 8:12-19 
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not 
valid.” 
Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from 
and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going. You judge by human 
standards; I pass judgment on no one. But if I do judge, my decisions are true, because I am not alone. I 
stand with the Father, who sent me. In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. 
I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.” 
Then they asked him, “Where is your father?” 
“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 
 
The different-ness of Jesus from everything else is what makes his answer to questions about legitimacy of 
his testimony so important. He said, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know 
where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going.” 
Do you ask the sun to prove it is the source of light? Not really. You simply see that everything else is 
reflecting light from that source, and the source proves itself.  
 
There are many things that seem bright, things that you can use as your guiding light. They may work well 
for a time, but since they can only be reflections of the source, there will come a time when their light is 
eclipsed. The newborn light of Jesus, however, is different. Darkness has no control over him, and when 
your faith is resting on him, it cannot be without the guiding light it needs.  
 
The alternative to existing in the light of the world is existing in darkness, and the tragic truth of living in 
darkness is that…since you can’t see it…in the end it doesn’t matter.  
 
I think that’s makes the newborn light shining from the manger even more inviting.  
 
  



8 SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME (NEWBORN LIGHT) 
 

verse 1 
Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin's Son, make here your home! 
Marvel now O heav'n and earth 

that the Lord chose such a birth. 
 

MARVEL 

 
Luke 2:16-20 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they 
had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they 
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
 
There are times when God’s will is done, just the way he wants it to be done. Remarkably, the birth of his 
son into the world via a virgin was one of those times. It isn’t how we think of rulers entering – no 
motorcade or fanfare – but it is what the Lord chose. For that, it is probably more remarkable.  
 
God seems to do this often. He hides his glory in things that are unseemly and forgotten, and it serves as a 
good reminder. While this might seem like one of those “diamond in the rough” type metaphors (like 
Aladdin, for example), it’s not. In most of those stories, the downtrodden, underrated protagonist is still 
someone special and chosen, someone who was bound to be more significant than those around them.  
 
When God hides his glory in the little things – a virgin, a manger, a donkey – those things remain normal. 
It’s not so much that God is making those few things particularly special by working through them, but 
rather that he is reminding you that all things are particularly special simply because God made them.  
 
Luke, in writing chapter two, doesn’t tell us what conclusions Mary came to as she pondered these things 
in her heart. She knew that she wasn’t someone unique or special. She knew she wasn’t worthy of God’s 
child. At the same time, though, she knew that God had chosen to put that child inside of her.  
 
She became significant, not because of what she had done, but because of what God had done with her.  
 
I hope that by now you’re seeing it. You are like Mary. You aren’t special or different. You’re another one 
of billions and billions of people who have existed in history. Even if you reach the highest possible human 
heights of achievement, someone could do more and better.  
 
But God has chosen you, and that makes you just as marvelous as all of the other things God has made. I 
know that sometimes they say “if everything’s special, nothing is special” – but whoever made that up 
forgot about how good God is at his job.  
 
When he decides to do something, whatever he does it through is special, because the God who is doing it 
is special.   



9 SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME (NEWBORN LIGHT) 
 

verse 2 
Not by human flesh and blood, 

by the Spirit of our God, 
was the Word of God made flesh, 
woman's offspring, pure and fresh. 

 

RECOGNIZE 

 
In some ways, Jesus looked exactly like any other normal human being. He took on real, actual flesh and 
had the same kind of body as everybody else. The problem is, he wasn’t just a person. He was the Word of 
God. That’s a hard concept. You can recognize the Word. You can recognize a person. When they are the 
same…can you recognize either?  
 
John 1:1-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in 
the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In 
him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that 
light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the 
light. 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the 
world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his 
own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God. 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one 
and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
The apostle John (the guy who wrote the book of John) had the tall, tall task of describing the man who was 
also God’s Word. In doing so, he wrote one of the most beautiful sections of the Bible. Every new verse has 
something that is fascinating.  
 
It’s epic and deep, it’s complex and confusing, it’s full of hope and potential – and it needs to be all of 
those things, because those are the things that help you recognize the man who is also the Word. He is 
something entirely different.  
 
This should help us to understand both the man and the Word. As you continue through the rest of the 
book of John, you’ll see a man who did things nobody else could in ways that nobody else would. His 
generosity, his wisdom, his…everything shows him to be the one we are hoping to see. The man is 
everything a person could have been and more, since he is intrinsically combined with the Word. 
Everything the Word has to offer, he has to offer. 
 
The same goes as you look more deeply at the Word. The more you become involved with the Word of 
God, the more you see a text that is unlike any other. It’s more comprehensive, truer, and more reliable 
than other things you could read. As you read about its main character (Jesus) you’ll find that all the 
qualities that attracted people to him are inherent in this text as well. You’ll begin, in fact, to recognize 
Jesus. 
  



10 SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME (NEWBORN LIGHT) 
 

verse 3 
Here a maid was found with child, 

yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: 

God was there upon his throne. 
 

THRONE 

 
Can we talk about the main metaphor in this verse of Savior of the Nations, Come? It’s crazy, but it is also 
beautiful. The hymn writer – an ancient Christian church father named Ambrose – calls the womb of Mary a 
throne. It’s not the way we typically think of a womb, and it’s not the way we typically think of a throne.  
 
Thrones are places where royals sit, and therefore they are usually grand and opulent, decorated and 
admired. Mary, being a virgin, had a womb that hadn’t borne children before, but that was the only thing 
about it that was special.  
 
Beyond that, though, how crazy is it that there’s a verse of a hymn that uses Mary’s womb as its 
centerpiece? Apparently, if you’re the mother of God, personal boundaries don’t apply like they do for 
everyone else.  
 
Or, maybe, the realities of the human birth of Christ are so important we can’t neglect even a small detail.  
 
Galatians 4:1-7 
What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, although he owns 
the whole estate. The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. So also, when 
we were underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world. But when the set 
time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the 
law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since 
you are his child, God has made you also an heir. 
 
Sonship. Heir. Father. Everything about this section of Galatians is about the ways you are part of a family. 
That family, of course, is spiritual – it has come into place because God has “sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts” and made you his child.  
 
At the same time, though, in the middle of that paragraph, Paul (who wrote Galatians) brings up how the 
Son of God was “born of a woman.” Why would he do this?  
 
He does it because God, in his Word, wants to make it very clear that the relationship you have with God 
the Father through faith is just as real as the relationship Jesus had with Mary through birth. Maybe you 
have a hard time handling things that are spiritual, because you can’t see or feel them. God puts this idea 
in this text to help you. He wants you to understand that just as truly as you were born a human, you can be 
born a child of God. 
 
If a throne is something to be admired, then anything that helps people grasp the intimate connection God 
wants to have with them – even Mary’s womb – is definitely a throne. 
  



11 SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME (NEWBORN LIGHT) 
 

verse 4 
Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

from his pure and kingly hall; 
God of God, yet fully man, 

his heroic course began. 
 

KINGDOM 

 
Jesus, the ruler of the universe, stood before a mere human governor on trial.  
 
John 18:36-37 
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the 
Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 
“You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to 
testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 
 
It’s a hallmark of the life of God the Son on earth: though he is great, he seems humble and small. Though 
he is powerful, he seems weak and controllable. Though he is God, he seems simply human.  
 
Poor Pontius Pilate, the governor who was questioning Jesus in this trial, really didn’t have a chance at 
understanding or fully recognizing this hallmark truth. He saw before him a person, one whom people had 
claimed was a king, who was making some strange statements.  
 
Have you had time to grapple with the idea that Jesus is not who he seems? It’s a truth that comes out 
almost every time you interact with him. When you worship him, you come before him by your own free 
will, you choose to engage and pay attention, you choose to give him praise and thanks – but the whole 
time he is an omnipotent king who could force you to your knees at any moment.  
 
When you set your mind to learning about Jesus and who he is and how he works, you can read about him, 
memorize facts about him, and even predict some of his behaviors because he is bound to the promises 
that he makes – even though the whole time you’re learning about him, he is an infinite, beyond-cosmic 
being that you don’t even have the right to look at.  
 
When you serve him, you can be his hands to the poor, his smile to little children, his loving embrace to 
the hurt – and yet he is the one who speaks perfect truth into every situation.  
 
Over and over, God in Jesus subjects himself to you, all because he finds it absolutely worthwhile to show 
perfect love to you and save you. His “heroic course,” as the song says, is not like that of a Hercules or a 
Skywalker. His heroic course is completely the opposite – the greatest and most powerful being that has 
ever existed increasingly submitting himself to those who are less than he is, all so that he can take on the 
punishment that they deserve.  
 
All that being true (and completely counter-intuitive and surprising) it is no wonder that he needs to spend 
him testifying to the truth. Nobody would ever see the King on the cross if he didn’t.  
 
 
  



12 SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME (NEWBORN LIGHT) 
 

verse 5 
God the Father was his source, 
back to God he ran his course. 
Into hell his road went down, 

back then to his throne and crown! 

FATHER 

 
The relationship between the God the Father and God the Son is tremendously inspiring. You might not 
consider how important it is very often, because you believe it to be true and good, but it is worth your 
time. Sometimes I wonder if we won’t all spend a good chunk of eternity simply watching these two 
interact in perfect love.  
 
God the Father is, on his own, everything that he could possibly need to be. There is nothing about him 
that is inadequate or insufficient. He doesn’t need anyone or anything else to have “enough” – but even so 
he chose to beget (be the source of) God the Son. Why?  
 
Imagine you had the ability to simply reach into your pocket and produce money. There was no end to the 
amount of money you could take out of your pocket, and there were no limits to the number of times you 
could reach in and take money out.  
 
How evil would you be if you refused to share that money with people who need it? Very. 
 
Now go a step further. Imagine you not only have this power, but you also have the ability to give this 
power to someone else if you chose to do so.  
 
How evil would you be if you refused to share that power? Again, very. You would, in both cases, be selfish 
and therefore inconsiderate and therefore evil.  
 
God the Father? Not evil. Therefore, even though he had everything he could have possibly needed, he 
chose to beget another who would also be able to take advantage of that “enoughness.” That “other” that 
God begat? God the Son.  
 

Philippians 2:9-11 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 
That relationship is inspiring not only because it works perfectly (in ways human relationships will always 
fail,) but also because it is a precursor to the way God the Father chose to treat you. He didn’t need you, he 
doesn’t depend on you, but he chooses to exalt you with his love.  
 
When you respond by praising him or by praising the Son of God through whom he has shown that love to 
you, the perfect love that God loves to give is complete.  
 
  



13 SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME (NEWBORN LIGHT) 
 

verse 6 
Christ, you are the Father's son 

who in flesh the vict'ry won. 
By your mighty pow'r make whole 

all our ills of flesh and soul! 
 

PINPRICK  

 
Those who have to deal with diabetes on a regular basis must get a little bit frustrated. I remember 
watching my grandpa when he had to test his blood every morning to see where his sugar levels were. I 
remember, as a little kid, thinking how miserable I would be if I had to keep pricking my finger like that.  
 
But they do it, because the problem with a diabetes diagnosis is that you’ll always have trouble regulating 
your sugar levels. They have to be checked, over and over, because even after you check once the overall 
problem still remains.  
 
Jesus’ sacrifice is kind of like a cure for diabetes.  
 
Hebrews 9:23-28 
It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the 
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made 
with human hands that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in 
God’s presence. Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters 
the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer 
many times since the creation of the world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of 
the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just as people are destined to die once, and 
after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear 
a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 
 
Christ’s sacrifice isn’t the only sacrifice in the Bible. There are millions of sacrifices that take place 
throughout the story of God’s love for you. Animals and crops and money were all brought to the temple of 
God and were given as sacrifices to help pay for sin, only to have another set of animals or crops or money 
brought again at a later date.  
 
You see, they could sacrifice and handle the situation for a moment, but the overall problem remained.  
 
When my grandpa died, his fleshly problems, like diabetes, were taken care of. He went to heaven, and 
while he’s there he will never have to prick his finger again. This is true for him because Jesus, who was 
more than just a temporary fix for all of humanities problems (he was, after all, God) gave his perfect, non-
diabetic and non-sinful body in death in exchange for the healing of my grandpa’s body. (And your body, 
and mine.) His flesh for our flesh, his victory for our frustration.  
 
Let this encourage you when you find yourself frustrated with the daily disciplines of being a Christian. 
Yes, you’ll still struggle against temptation. Yes, tragedy and pain will still come your way. But these things 
are just temporary, because the sacrifice of Christ means that once-and-for-all there will be an end to life’s 
unfortunate pinpricks.  
 
  



14 SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME (NEWBORN LIGHT) 
 

verse 7 
Glory to the Father sing, 
glory to the Son our King, 

glory to the Spirit be 
now and through eternity. 

 

SAYING 

 
If you’re like me, you might have thought at one point that the beautiful description of God in Revelation 5 
were sung – but they weren’t. Not according to Revelation 5.  
 
Revelation 5:11-14 
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud 
voice they were saying: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
   to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
   and honor and glory and praise!” 

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in 
them, saying: 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
   be praise and honor and glory and power, 
for ever and ever!” 

The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 
It’s a remarkable scene. All these groups – angels, living creatures, elders, and then every single creature 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea – saying the glory of God.  
 
Saying it is different than singing it, I think. When you sing something, especially in a large group like this, 
you can be kind of swept into the experience, and the collective voices that is made through the harmonies 
and melodies that are sung end up being one, new voice.  
 
It’s not the same when every says these things. There’s an independence to it. Even when all the words are 
being spoken in unison, there’s no melody or chord progression that is forcing them to continue. There are 
only the words, the thought that the loud voice chooses to complete. It speaks, at least a little, to the level 
of worthiness that the God the voices praise has.  
 
He’s not just someone who should have some songs (out of all the songs) written about him. He’s not just 
someone who should have some voices (out of all the voices) raised to him. He’s has more worth than 
anything else, and nothing else will ever match his worth.  
 
The clearer you see and understand that worth, the more you are driven to simply exclaim it. Even when 
you think you’ve got a handle on how powerful and wealthy and wise and strong God is, there’s so much 
more depth to him and you can’t help but be surprised enough to say, “Wow.”  
  



15 NEWBORN BLOOM 
 

verse 1 
A tender rose has quietly sprung 

from a fragile but living vine, 
as we had heard, the ancients had sung 

of the child of Jesse's line, 
to bear a bloom so bright 

despite the winter chill 
and the darkness of the night. 

 

BLOOM 

 
The Christmas poem based on Isaiah 11, sometimes called Behold a Branch is Growing or Lo, How a Rose 
E’er Blooming has at its center this new, growing life. It’s a fun metaphor because it has more than one 
meaning.  
 
Isaiah 11:1-5 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
   from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 
   the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
   the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
   the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
   or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
   with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
   with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
Righteousness will be his belt 
   and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
 
First and foremost, it talks about Christ. He is the bloom that comes out of a dead stump, offering hope 
and having the kind of power described in Isaiah. He comes with a tenderness, breakable and beautiful, 
captivating in his potential – a potential that he would go on to become more beautiful than anyone could 
have imagined.  
 
But there’s another new life in this text. It’s not just the baby born in a manger, but also the new body 
that was made through that baby. It is the body of the church, which Christ as the head, that comes up 
out of the chill and inhospitable context of sin and a broken world.  
 
This body, which is without question Christ’s, includes you and I. By God’s grace, the faith that he plants 
in you through the Word makes you part of the prophecy God gave through the prophet Isaiah. You and 
the people you share your faith with are part of this new, growing life that brings hope to all people.  
 
So go, and bloom.  

  



16 NEWBORN BLOOM 
 

verse 2 
The gentle rose, which catches my eye, 

is the one that had been foretold. 
Isaiah said that Mary the virgin 

would bear him, though not alone. 
At God's immortal word 

the rose produced a bloom 
who has made salvation sure. 

 

FORETOLD 

 
In general, society loves predictions, and not just because if you are right about one everyone thinks 
you’re awesome. People like predictions, at least in part, because they are a way that people relate with 
each other. Making a prediction, whether a prophecy or an educated guess, binds you to the person or 
people you make the prediction to, and we are better when we are bound together. 
 
Isaiah 7:13-14 
Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of humans? Will you 
try the patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 
 
God did this with his people in Isaiah 7. Though the people were rebellious and distrustful against God, 
God decided to up the ante of their relationship by giving them a bold prediction. If you take a look at the 
rest of the verses in Isaiah 7, you see that God is preaching some kind of harsh judgment – as he goes on 
he’s going to talk about the Assyrians and the difficulty they were going to bring.  
 
But that’s all part of God bringing his people closer together. (Which is the point of all of God’s Word.) 
Especially in the cases when he makes a prophecy of destruction or difficulty, he is pushing the people to 
depend more on him.  
 
That’s why this particular prediction comes with the special name “Immanuel.” Immanuel means “God 
with us.” It’s literally a description of the binding together that a prediction makes.  
 
So, what predictions has God made for your life?  
 
He says he knows the plans he has for you, plans to prosper you.  
 
He says he is preparing a place for you in heaven.  
 
He says every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  
 
All of these, and all the rest, are designed to bring you and your God closer. When you see a prediction 
that God has made in the Bible, even if it is harsh or judgmental, find in it the joy that comes from the 
relationship that grows in prediction.  
  



17 NEWBORN BLOOM 
 

verse 3 
This newborn bloom, too small to be more 

than a fragrance that's sweet but slight 
is driving out the shadows by filling 

the world with a brilliant light. 
And we, though we are flawed, 
are saved from death and sin 
by true human and true God. 

 

DAWNED 

 
Isaiah 9:1-7 
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land 
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the 
Sea, beyond the Jordan— 

The people walking in darkness 
   have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
   a light has dawned. 
You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
   you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, 
   the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor. 
Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, 
   will be fuel for the fire. 
For to us a child is born, 
   to us a son is given, 
   and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
   Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the greatness of his government and peace 
   there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 
   and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
   with justice and righteousness 
   from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
   will accomplish this. 
 
Let this dawn on you today, even if it isn’t Christmas. He will be called these things because he is these 
things. Remarkable.   



18 O JESUS SO SWEET, O JESUS SO MILD 
 

verse 1 
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild! 

For sinners you became a child. 
You came from heaven to fulfill 
your Father’s just and holy will. 

O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild! 
 

FULLER 

 
God is hungry. He, by his nature, shouldn’t be, because he is God and he is totally satisfied simply in his 
existence. But his will has made him hungry. Like a patron at a restaurant places his ability to be filled into 
the hands of the wait staff and the chefs, so God has taken your hands and placed in them his ability to be 
satisfied.  
 
Interestingly, you will be satisfied by God when you are satisfying him. That’s what Jesus is talking about 
when he talks about the idea of “bread of life.”  
 
John 6:35-40 
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. All 
those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. For I have 
come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him 
who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For my 
Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will 
raise them up at the last day.” 
 
This is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me. God’s will is hungry. He 
sent his Son to the world with a clear idea: the redeemed belong to the Lord. They are what makes him 
complete.  
 
Randy Newman won an Oscar for best original song with his “If I Didn’t Have You,” which he wrote for the 
movie Monsters, Inc. The closing lines do a great job (despite triple negatives) of describing how 
intrinsically connected God has decided you and he should be:  
 
I wouldn't be nothing 
if I didn't have you. 
I wouldn't know where to go, 
wouldn't know what to do. 
I don't have to say it 
'cause we both know it's true: 
I wouldn’t have nothing if I didn’t have you. 
 
Everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life. Awesomely, when you get involved 
with this satisfying-God business, you end up with eternal life. Eternal life is a never-hungry, never-thirsty, 
always-satisfied reality.  
 
It’s true. We wouldn’t have nothing if we didn’t have him.  
 
  



19 O JESUS SO SWEET, O JESUS SO MILD 
 

verse 2 
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild! 
With God we now are reconciled. 
You have for all the ransom paid, 

your Father’s righteous anger stayed. 
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild! 

 

RECONCILE 

 
Balancing checkbooks has become an antiquated practice for most, since computers basically do it for 
you. (Apologies to those who still balance checkbooks. You are good, diligent people.) 
 
The word “reconcile” comes up in the process of checkbook balancing, because the balancer is typically 
taking the statement from the bank and comparing it to their own personal records of spending. If the two 
drift apart at any point and the numbers stop matching, the balancer must do some “reconciling.”  
 
Reconcile means “bring back together.”  
 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this 
way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, 
the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, 
as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 
God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God. 
 
The word reconcile comes up a lot in this section of 2 Corinthians. Read it again, but this time “reconcile” 
has been replaced by “bring back together.”  
 
All this is from God, who brought us back together to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
bringing back together: that God was bringing back together the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of being brought back together. We 
are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you 
on Christ’s behalf: Be brought back together with God. 
 
I don’t know about you, but while it can be challenging to go out into the world and preach a message of 
reconciliation, going out and telling people about being brought back together with God seems doable. 
There’s a separation, and there’s a return to being together.  
 
All this bringing back together, of course, was done by Jesus, who did the hard work of making it even 
remotely possible that humans could be brought back together with God. On his behalf, since he did all 
that work and he did it so well, let’s you and I go and implore some people:  
 
Be brought back together with God. 
  



20 O JESUS SO SWEET, O JESUS SO MILD 
 

verse 3 
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild! 
Joy fills the world which sin defiled. 
Whate’er we have belongs to you; 

Oh, keep us faithful, strong, and true. 
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild! 

 

TO YOU 

 
The third verse of O Jesus So Sweet has an interesting jump in logical flow:  
 
Joy fills the world which sin defiled…Whatever we have belongs to you. 
 
Those two lines are back to back, so…how do they relate? What is the songwriter trying to say by putting 
them together? How is it that the savior who brought joy to the world with his arrival now owns everything 
– or at least how is his bringing of joy to the world connected with his ownership of all things? 
 
Luke 2:8-15 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 
a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
 
The birth of Jesus was an event unlike most others, because in it the world experienced the kind of 
intercession by God that rarely happens. God has all power and can cause or stop all things, but he rarely 
chooses to do so, instead letting human wills run all over the planet. (He mostly controls the events of the 
universe, though, using laws that he invented, such as gravity.)  
 
When God does choose to make a direct intercession into the world, it is worth stopping and noting. It 
reminds those who see it that God could do this kind of thing all the time, even though he doesn’t.  
 
He rules and owns and can control everything.  
 
So, when Christ was born and joy filled the world, it was a reminder of God’s power and his possession of 
all things. Christ’s birth isn’t the only thing that reminds you of that, though. Think about what happens 
when you confess your sins to God. He should destroy you, because that which is rebellious against the 
one who gives it existence doesn’t deserve to keep existing. He doesn’t, though. Instead, he makes a 
direct intercession and forgives you of your sin.  
 
It’s too bad the devil wants you to forget that, so that you and I very rarely say, “Let’s go to church and see 
the confession and forgiveness of sins which the Lord has told us about.”  
  



21 THERE IS A FOUNTAIN FILLED WITH BLOOD 
 

verse 1 
There is a fountain filled with blood 

drawn from Emmanuel's veins; 
and sinners plunged beneath that flood 

lose all their guilty stains; 
lose all their guilty stains; 
lose all their guilty stains 

and sinners plunged beneath that flood 
lose all their guilty stains! 

 
Isaiah 1:10-20 

Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; 
listen to the instruction of our God, you people of Gomorrah! 
“The multitude of your sacrifices— 
   what are they to me?” says the Lord. 
“I have more than enough of burnt offerings, 
   of rams and the fat of fattened animals; 
I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. 
When you come to appear before me, 
   who has asked this of you, 
   this trampling of my courts? 
Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 
   Your incense is detestable to me. 
New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— 
   I cannot bear your worthless assemblies. 
Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals 
   I hate with all my being. 
They have become a burden to me; 
   I am weary of bearing them. 
When you spread out your hands in prayer, 
   I hide my eyes from you; 
even when you offer many prayers, I am not listening. 
Your hands are full of blood! 
Wash and make yourselves clean. 
   Take your evil deeds out of my sight; 
   stop doing wrong. 
Learn to do right; seek justice. 
   Defend the oppressed. 
Take up the cause of the fatherless; 
   plead the case of the widow. 
“Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the Lord. 
“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. 
If you are willing and obedient, 
   you will eat the good things of the land; 
but if you resist and rebel, 
   you will be devoured by the sword.” 
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

  



22 THERE IS A FOUNTAIN FILLED WITH BLOOD 
 

verse 2 
For since by faith I saw the stream 

your flowing wounds supply, 
redeeming love has been my theme 

and shall be till I die; 
and shall be till I die; 
and shall be till I die; 

redeeming love has been my theme 
and shall be till I die. 

 

BLOODBATH 

 
In general, the song There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood is a gross metaphor. The line “your flowing 
wounds supply” doesn’t make it any more palatable. That being said, though, the blood of Jesus and the 
fact that it actually, actively flowed is really quite important.  
 
Ephesians 1:3-10 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 
every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 
blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in 
accordance with his pleasure and will— to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in 
the One he loves. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 
with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he made known 
to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into 
effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under 
Christ. 
 
Christ’s loss of blood was intentional, purposed by God for washing the whole world. This washing takes 
place in baptism, when the Word of God and the water that is used are God’s way of washing a person 
here on earth.  
 
Make no mistake, though. The water is part of baptism, and it should be. The water washes because God 
has said that is does. But the thing that makes the difference is not the water. It’s the blood. The blood of 
Jesus truly and actually is the liquid substance to which you owe a great debt of thanks.  
 
You see this come through beautifully in the repetition in There Is a Fountain, as the writer repeats over and 
over that until I die the love that Jesus blood shows will be my theme.  
 
The idea of blood is typically considered gross, but that’s why this is such a special section of scripture 
and a powerful song verse. The blood has saved me. The blood has saved me. The blood has saved me.  
 
If that’s truly the case (and it is) then let those flowing wounds supply it.  
  



23 THERE IS A FOUNTAIN FILLED WITH BLOOD 
 

verse 3 
Dear dying Lamb, your precious blood 

shall never lose its power 
till all the ransomed church of God 

be saved to sin no more; 
be saved to sin no more; 
be saved to sin no more; 

till all the ransomed church of God 
be saved to sin no more. 

 

FORGET 

 
God makes frequent references to his past miracles in the Old Testament, and with good reason. His 
power, which enabled him to do such great things, hasn’t changed. He’s basically saying, “Don’t you 
forget it.”  
 
Isaiah 51:10-16 New King James Version (NKJV) 
Are You not the One who dried up the sea, 
The waters of the great deep; 
That made the depths of the sea a road 
For the redeemed to cross over? 
So the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
And come to Zion with singing, 
With everlasting joy on their heads. 
They shall obtain joy and gladness; 
Sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
“I, even I, am He who comforts you. 
Who are you that you should be afraid 
Of a man who will die, 
And of the son of a man who will be made like grass? 
And you forget the Lord your Maker, 
Who stretched out the heavens 
And laid the foundations of the earth; 
You have feared continually every day 
Because of the fury of the oppressor, 
When he has prepared to destroy. 
And where is the fury of the oppressor? 
The captive exile hastens, that he may be loosed, 
That he should not die in the pit, 
And that his bread should not fail. 
But I am the Lord your God, 
Who divided the sea whose waves roared— 
The Lord of hosts is His name. 
And I have put My words in your mouth; 
I have covered you with the shadow of My hand, 
That I may plant the heavens, 
Lay the foundations of the earth, 
And say to Zion, ‘You are My people.’”  



24 WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS 
 

verse 1 
What wondrous love is this, 

O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this 
that caused the Lord of bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse 
for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse 
for my soul. 

 

CURSED 

 
The ingredients are gathered, the words are spoken, the witch concocts the spell, somebody is in trouble. 
That’s a curse. A magical gypsy is somehow wronged and she places some kind of voodoo hex on the one 
who wronged her (whether they know it or not) and bad things start to happen. That’s a curse.  
 
So what is going on with all the curses in Galatians 3? There are several.  
 
Galatians 3:10-14 
For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does 
not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” Clearly no one who relies on the law is 
justified before God, because “the righteous will live by faith.” The law is not based on faith; on the 
contrary, it says, “The person who does these things will live by them.” Christ redeemed us from the curse 
of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” He 
redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, 
so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 
 
Perhaps another word that will help make these verses make sense is the word doomed. If you think of 
“cursed” in some of these verses as “doomed” instead, you’ll start to see what the Apostle Paul means. 
He’s describing someone who is going through the same kind of experience as someone cursed by a witch 
or a gypsy: no matter how hard they try, their efforts against the curse are going to be futile and fail.  
 
Those who fail to keep every single command God has given? Cursed.  
Those who try to be saved through obedience? Cursed. 
Those who are hung from a tree? Cursed. 
The one who became the law for us? Cursed.  
 
The good news is that Christ “bore the dreadful curse” for you. In fact, you can kind of answer any idea of 
a curse with Christ, and when you do, you end up with something like this:  
 
Those who fail to keep every single command God has given? Christ.  
Those who try to be saved through obedience? Christ. 
Those who are hung from a tree? Christ. 
The one who became the law for us? Christ.  
 
  



25 WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS 
 

verse 2 
When I was sinking down, 

sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down 
beneath God's righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown 
for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown, 
for my soul. 

 

ADVANTAGE 

 
When someone takes advantage of someone else – for example, when payday loan companies charge 
exceedingly high interest to those who can barely make ends meet and “take advantage” of their 
desperation – you get upset. When you hear about an elderly person getting conned in an email scheme 
or a child being swindled of her candy, you know and believe that that unfairness ought to be stopped and 
made right.  
 
On the other hand, when someone takes advantage of something that they deserve – for example, a tax 
break or a job perk – nobody is upset. This kind of “taking advantage” is natural and fair and generally 
agreed to be not just okay but also very good. You’d almost think somebody was foolish if they didn’t take 
advantage of something fair that worked in their favor.  
 
Philippians 2:5-8 
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

Who, being in very nature God, 
   did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
rather, he made himself nothing 
   by taking the very nature of a servant, 
   being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, 
   he humbled himself 
   by becoming obedient to death— 
       even death on a cross! 
 
Christ, in these verses from Philippians, is the fool. He could have had it all, and yet he failed to take 
advantage of it. And even though this text doesn’t mention you or I, I hope you realize that we do take 
advantage of Christ’s foolishness. We use it for all it is worth and ride his situation all the way to heaven.  
 
We’re kind of like that loan shark, and Christ is to pay us something we don’t deserve.  
 
“In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset.”   

 
  



26 WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS 
 

verse 3 
To God and to the Lamb 

I will sing, I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb 
who is the great I AM, 

while millions join the theme, 
I will sing, I will sing, 

while million join the theme, 
I will sing. 

 

MILLIONS 

 
I truly, truly love this verse of this song. When God’s people get together and sing it at the top of their 
lungs, even though we aren’t there yet, I feel like I can glimpse heaven.  
 
Revelation 15:2-4 
And I saw what looked like a sea of glass glowing with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had 
been victorious over the beast and its image and over the number of its name. They held harps given them 
by God and sang the song of God’s servant Moses and of the Lamb: 

“Great and marvelous are your deeds, 
   Lord God Almighty. 
Just and true are your ways, 
   King of the nations. 
Who will not fear you, Lord, 
   and bring glory to your name? 
For you alone are holy. 
All nations will come 
   and worship before you, 
for your righteous acts have been revealed.” 

 
As a pastor of a young church, there are Sundays with bigger crowds and Sundays with smaller crowds, 
but none of them compare to this crowd. Everyone who the Lamb’s sacrifice had made victorious over the 
devil gathered together and singing this song! It will be spectacular.  
 
The devil knows I love this idea, though. He uses it against me. He uses it to make me discontent with the 
smaller crowd Sundays and to long for the big crowds of neighboring churches. He uses it to make me 
think that I’m preaching the Gospel wrong and that I must not be the one God wants to proclaim his name. 
He uses it to make me spend my time running from fleeting glimpse of heaven to fleeting glimpse of 
heaven instead of appreciating and serving in the “such a time as this” that God has given me.  
 
Jesus teaches me to look more closely at the picture in this text, though. He pushes me past the millions, 
and he helps me zoom in on the individuals – each one of the saints who are victorious. Among them are 
people God used me to serve, people he asked me to care about, and – way back in the corner – even me.  
 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, while millions join the theme, I will sing.  
That is my calling, and yours, too.   



27 WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS 
 

verse 4 
And when from death I'm free, 

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. 

And when from death I'm free, 
I'll sing his love for me, 
and through eternity 
I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
and through eternity 

I'll sing on! 
 

ALIVE 

 
If you are a believer, you are living your eternal life right now.  
 
Now, you could fall away, and you would stop living your eternal life, but that would require an active 
rejection of that life on your part. Like most everything that is living, you have the power to stop doing that 
living, even though it isn’t a wise choice.  
 
And yes, you will still likely die, even though you are living your eternal life now. But that’s okay, because 
the life you are living is not limited to the life of your body. Paul talks about this in Romans 8.  
 
Romans 8:1-4 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus 
the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was 
powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit. 
 
Because it was in flesh that Adam and Eve originally sinned, God made it so that the life that would 
overcome the death and damage of sin would be more than just a bodily (or fleshly) life. He made it a life 
“according to the Spirit.”  
 
That means that if you’re living according to the Spirit, you are living your eternal life now – and it is easy 
to tell if you are living according to the Spirit, because the Bible explains what will be happening in your 
life when you live by the Spirit: The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
 
It’s ironic, because you’d think that to determine if you’re living eternal life, you’d look forward – but that 
is not the case. God has given you a simple way to look back at what is going on in your life and determine 
how it is going to last.  
 
  



28 A LAMB GOES UNCOMPLAINING FORTH 
 

verse 1 
A lamb goes uncomplaining forth 

the guilt of all men bearing. 
And laden with the sins of earth 

none else the burden sharing. 
Goes patient on, grows weak and faint, 

to slaughter led without complaint, 
that spotless life to offer. 

Bears shame and stripes and wounds and death, 
anguish and mockery and says, 

“Willing all this I suffer. 
Willing all this I suffer.” 

 
Isaiah 53:4-11 

Surely he took up our pain 
   and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, 
   stricken by him, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
   he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
   and by his wounds we are healed. 
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
   each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him 
   the iniquity of us all. 
He was oppressed and afflicted, 
   yet he did not open his mouth; 
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 
   and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 
   so he did not open his mouth. 
By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 
   Yet who of his generation protested? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living; 
   for the transgression of my people he was punished. 
He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 
   and with the rich in his death, 
though he had done no violence, 
   nor was any deceit in his mouth. 
Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 
   and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin, 
he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 
   and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 
After he has suffered, 
   he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 
   and he will bear their iniquities. 
 

I hope you noticed that we’re sheep and he’s a lamb. He became like us to take our place.  



29 A LAMB GOES UNCOMPLAINING FORTH 
 

verse 2 
This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s great friend, 

the Lamb of God, our Savior. 
The one the Father chose to send 

to gain for us his favor. 
“Go forth, my Son,” his Father said, 

“and free them from the fear of death, 
from guilt and condemnation. 

The wrath and pain are hard to bear, 
but by your passion they will share 

the fruit of your salvation. 
The fruit of your salvation.” 

 

FRIEND 

 
In the Passover tradition, which God established for the Old Testament chosen people as a way for them to 
remember the fact that he freed them from Egypt and as a way to foreshadow the salvation that would 
come through Jesus, the people had to select a lamb and bring it into their homes. That lamb would be in 
the house for several days before it would be slaughtered for the Passover – long enough that children of 
the household might even care about it, and be concerned when it has to die.  
 
1 Peter 1:18-20 
For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the 
empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb 
without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last 
times for your sake. 
 
Jesus blood is called precious here. You might, correctly and naturally, think about how it is precious 
because it is part of your salvation. Jesus blood washes you clean from sin, and in that way it is precious 
like a commodity is precious. But in light of the lambs at Passover, I’ll suggest that his blood is precious in 
another way.  
 
No child wants to see a pet bleed. It is a frightening idea and a traumatic experience to see a pet be hurt or 
bleed. For those children of the Passover feast, when the blood of the lamb they had played with and come 
to know was painted on the doorposts of their houses, that blood was precious. It wasn’t precious to those 
children because of what it did for them – it was precious because of how they felt about it.  
 
“This lamb is Christ, the soul’s great friend…” says the song. Every time you hear or review the story of 
Christ’s death, you see the soul’s great friend suffer, bleed and die.  
 
It helps you understand the way the disciples felt as they watched him suffer.  
 
It helps you understand the way his Father felt as he sent him to the grave.  
 
It helps you understand just how great a friend the Lamb is.  
  



30 A LAMB GOES UNCOMPLAINING FORTH 
 

verse 3 
Lord, all my life to you I’ll cling, 

this love forever holding. 
You ever, as you ever me, 
with loving arms enfolding. 

Lord, you will be my beacon-light, 
guiding me safe through death’s dark night, 

cheering my heart in sorrow. 
Therefore my self, and all that’s mine 

to you, my Savior, I consign 
from whom all things I borrow. 
From whom all things I borrow. 

 

EVERYTHING 

 
Several years ago, a band called Lifehouse had a song called Everything on their big-hit debut album. 
Though the band wasn’t Christian, per se, there were Christians in the band and Everything had been 
written in their early days.  
 
I remember some debate about the song, because while it was definitely applicable to a Christian’s 
relationship with God, it probably also could have been sung to a girlfriend. Some people liked that, 
others didn’t. It’s neither good nor bad.  
 
Psalm 100 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
    Worship the Lord with gladness; 
   come before him with joyful songs. 
Know that the Lord is God. 
   It is he who made us, and we are his; 
   we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
   and his courts with praise; 
   give thanks to him and praise his name. 
For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 
   his faithfulness continues through all generations. 
 

The basic idea of the song, though, has a lot of merit. “You’re all I want, you’re all I need, you’re 
everything.” It’s the same idea that is found in Psalm 100, and it is the same idea that’s found in this verse 
from A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth. It is the Christian’s basic prayer.  
 
I love that A Lamb uses the idea of consignment to talk about the way everything we have belongs to the 
Lord. The Psalmist uses even simpler words: “We are his.” Look around you. Everything you see, 
everything you have, and even the things that you don’t have that might pop into your head as you look 
around: all of these are the Lord’s. He uses them to bring you comfort and to take care of you, but they are 
without question his.  
 
Give thanks to him and praise his name! 
  



31 A LAMB GOES UNCOMPLAINING FORTH 
 

verse 4 
Of death I am no more afraid 
new life from you is flowing. 

Your cross provides a cooling shade 
when noon-day’s sun is glowing. 

When by my grief I am oppressed, 
on you my weary soul shall rest 

serenely as on pillows. 
You are my anchor when by woe 

my boat is driven to and fro 
on trouble’s surging billows. 
On trouble’s surging billows 

 

SHELTER 

 
People naturally fear being exposed. Exposure leaves you vulnerable. Exposure leaves you unprotected. 
 
Jesus encouraged his disciples using the idea of a shelter that was being built for them in heaven. He had 
many rooms, one with each of their names on it, and he was going to take care that nothing could harm 
them when they were there. It’s a beautiful encouragement, one that has brought many Christians through 
difficult days.  
 
John 14:1-3 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many 
rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 
am. 
 
The verse from A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth brings out a difficult truth about that shelter, though. 
“Your cross provides a cooling shade when noon-day sun is glowing.” The shelter that every Christian is 
able to find hope in is a shelter built on the suffering and death of Christ.  
 
Beyond that, Jesus even uses language that indicates that after he was done doing all the work of living a 
perfect life, suffering and dying on the cross, rising from death, and ascending into heaven, upon his 
arrival there he is going to be handed some tools and put to work. He’ll be spending him making rooms 
ready for his followers when they join him.  
 
This is the kind of love that your savior has for you. His love is so wide and high and deep that he can say, 
“You believe in God; believe also in me” and have it mean that we no longer have to fear exposure when 
we have Jesus. He’s just as good as God the Father himself.  
 
Whatever shelter you have, whatever place in your life makes you feel safe from exposure, I hope you’re 
willing to forsake it in a heartbeat when you compare it to the shelter that Jesus provides for you. Don’t let 
the devil try to tell you there’s something more reliable.  
 
“On you my weary soul shall rest.”  



32 A LAMB GOES UNCOMPLAINING FORTH 
 

verse 5 
Lord, when your glory I shall see 

and taste your kingdom’s pleasure. 
Your blood my royal robe shall be, 

my joy beyond all measure. 
When I appear before your throne 

your righteousness shall be my crown; 
with these I need not hide me. 

And there in garments richly wrought 
as your own bride I shall be brought 

to stand in joy beside you. 
To stand in joy beside you. 

 

HIDDEN GLORY 

 
The story of the emperor’s new clothes is hilarious. It’s a fairy tale and everything, but whoever wrote it 
was really a satirical genius, creating a biting commentary of vanity that has lasted for generations.  
 
Sometimes I wonder if Christians who are struggling to be content with the esteem, worth, and glory that 
God has bestowed on them don’t feel a little bit like the emperor who steps out with no clothes on. He had 
to know, if he were honest with himself at all, that he was naked. But he stepped out and hoped.  
 
Colossians 3:1-4 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is 
now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him 
in glory. 
 
Your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When a Christian person steps out into life in real, earnest, 
genuine faith, not insulating herself with the protection of a backup plan but relying entirely on God’s 
Word for guidance and hope, that same fear that the emperor must have felt is present.  
 
Will this work?  
 
Does God truly help his people?  
 
What if they all see right through this and laugh at me?  
 
It’s hard to step forward in faith, even despite all the things God has done for us, because it takes faith in 
something that is unseen. There will come a day, as the verse from A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 
describes, when neither the glory of God or the glory he has bestowed on you will be hidden. On that day 
it will be easy to step forward and trust.  
 
But today is not that day. Today is a hidden-glory kind of day. The good news for you is that unlike the 
emperor’s tailors, God cannot and will not lie. (It’s not like you could pay him anyway.)  



33 PREACH YOU THE WORD 
 

verse 1 
Preach you the Word and plant it home 

to those who like or like it not. 
The Word that shall endure and stand 
when flow'rs and mortals are forgot. 

 

PUSHBACK 

 
Most of the time, in America in the twenty-first century, people have a live-and-let-live policy. It’s 
uncommon for regular people to contradict or argue with one another, and in the few areas of conversation 
where that is a risk, it is considered polite to bite one’s tongue.  
 
There comes a point, though, where you’re going to get some pushback. Hopefully, because of the honest 
and transparent way that you live and because you’re working hard to be “prepared to give an answer for 
the hope which you have” that pushback will come sooner than later.  
 
Matthew 5:11-12 
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 
As Jesus gave his Sermon on the Mount, he spoke to the pushback, and he called it a blessing. There’s 
more than one reason why this is true.  
 
First, think about a tire. As a tire helps a vehicle move forward, it receives pushback from the road. This 
pushback is constant and real, and eventually it wears the tire out – but not until that tire has helped that 
vehicle travel thousands and thousands of miles. The same can be true of your words about God. They will 
receive pushback, and eventually that pushback might even wear you out like it did the prophets in the 
Old Testament who were killed or cast away – but not before great progress for the gospel is made by 
your witness.  
 
Second, think about your story. If, at the end of your life, your story were to be written down, do you think 
the parts where the things you said or did were benignly accepted by the people around you without to 
much of a fuss are going to make it? Probably not. The moments of conflict, though? Absolutely. When 
those who “like it not” push back against the truths of God that you speak and live by, real and genuine 
living is happening. People are relating and trying to find ways to get along. God is present in those 
moments as you respond in love to their questions.  
 
You see, the problem with this whole “live-and-let-live” mentality is that that’s not really living, and we 
don’t live for this life anyway. Great is your reward in heaven – so great, in fact, that there’s no reason to 
worry so much about your time on earth being easy.  
 
  



34 PREACH YOU THE WORD 
 

verse 2 
We know how hard, O Lord, the task 

your servant bids us undertake; 
to preach the Word and never ask 
what prideful profit it may make. 

 

ROLES 

 
“It’s the part I was born to play.”  
 
Sometimes people feel like they find and get to spend time on the thing they were “meant to do.” 
Sometimes they don’t, or at least they don’t realize what they were meant to do until it is too late. The irony 
is, though, that in the divine drama that is the life of a human being, you are a supporting role no matter 
what. The lead is already taken.  
 
1 Corinthians 3:5-8 
What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as the 
Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it 
grow. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things 
grow. The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded 
according to their own labor. 
 
But God has been making it grow. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything. That’s 
even less than a supporting role, really – and this is the Apostle Paul, arguably the greatest evangelist of 
all time, speaking of himself! By comparison, who are you?  
 
The verse of Preach You the Word puts it pretty nicely, actually. Who are you? You’re someone who has 
been given an important and difficult task. It is your responsibility to carry the gospel to the world. Beyond 
that task, though, you’ve been given a clear way to approach that task.  
 
Instead of asking how it benefits you, instead of focusing on the credit you might receive for it, you are 
simply to do it and be glad for your small role in God’s great drama. Everything about it is a privilege that 
you haven’t earned, and the work you do would completely fail if it weren’t for the power of God.  
 
It’s not wrong to spend time in life trying to find those things to which you were called (or for which you 
were born.) What’s wrong is forgetting that you were born not to be glorified or satisfied by the work of 
your own hands, but rather to be glorified and satisfied by the work of the hands of God.  
 
He has grown you, spiritually, physically, mentally, and emotionally. He is the one who is charting your 
course and who has your best interest at heart.  
 
Most importantly, he is the lead character. This entire divine drama is about him, the God who was so 
generous and perfect that he created a universe designed to let you – a lowly supporting cast member – 
experience the full and total love that he alone could provide. There’s no need for “prideful profit” when 
you’ve got that.  
  
  



35 PREACH YOU THE WORD 
 

verse 3 
The sower sows his reckless love, 
scatters abroad the goodly seed. 
Intent alone that there may be 

the wholesome loaves that people need. 
 

RECKLESS & DILIGENT 

 
If you compare the verse of the song above with the thoughts at the end of the verses from 1 Timothy 
below, you might notice that the song includes the concept of “recklessness” while 1 Timothy talks about 
diligence. At first glance, these might seem mutually exclusive. You can’t be diligent and reckless at the 
same time, can you?   
 
The parable of the sower, on which Preach You the Word is based, is about a minister. Not necessarily a 
pastor or trained teacher, but anyone who takes the time to share the truth and love of God. The parable’s 
use of a gardener is good, because in order to have a successful garden you certainly have to be diligent. 
 
In the same way, Paul is encouraging Timothy in the verses below, because a pastor also has to be diligent 
in his work. Anyone who is going to minister will do better if they can be careful and consistent.  
 
1 Timothy 4:6-16 
If you point these things out to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, 
nourished on the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you have followed. Have nothing to do 
with godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. For physical training is of some 
value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. 
This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance. That is why we labor and strive, because we 
have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all people, and especially of those who believe. 
Command and teach these things. Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an 
example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. Until I come, devote yourself 
to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. Do not neglect your gift, which was given 
you through prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you. 
Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. Watch 
your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your 
hearers. 
 
Those last words of Paul are key: You will save both yourself and your hearers. The thing about ministering 
with the good news of God’s love to people is that they aren’t very fertile soil. They are broken, they are 
stubborn, they are foolish, they are apathetic.  
 
Sometimes it can seem like there is no amount of diligence that can possibly make a difference with 
people that need saving that badly – and that’s where the idea of recklessness comes in handy.  
 
As a minister of the gospel, it’s your calling not to share the love of God with only those who you know are 
going to listen and respond well, but with everyone. That’s who Christ died for, that’s who needs his love, 
and that’s who you are called to serve.  
 
So throw it out there, diligently and recklessly. Let God take care of the rest.  
  



36 PREACH YOU THE WORD 
 

verse 4 
Though some be snatched and some be scorched, 

and some be choked and matted flat, 
the sower sows, his heart cries out, 

“Oh what of that, and what of that?” 
 

FAILURE 

 
Early in my time as the church planter of Illumine, someone wisely reminded me that there is nothing I can 
do to save anyone and there is nothing I can do to condemn anyone. A person’s salvation belongs only to 
them and God. I can’t tell you how many sleepless nights this truth has saved me from – or how many 
sleepless nights have been the result of ignoring it.  
 
Luke 8:4-15 
While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this 
parable: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was 
trampled on, and the birds ate it up. Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, the plants withered 
because they had no moisture. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 
Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.” 
When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 
His disciples asked him what this parable meant. He said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of 
God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, 

“‘though seeing, they may not see; 
   though hearing, they may not understand.’ 

“This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. Those along the path are the ones who 
hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe 
and be saved. Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, 
but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. The seed that fell 
among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, 
riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and 
good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.” 
 
When you think about the work of this poor sower, you realize that most of the places that he put seed 
were failures. Some of them had moments or two of good, but in the end only that last bit, the part that fell 
on good soil, was successful. The rest of it was, at least from one perspective, wasted.  
 
The comforting news for you and I is that we are not asked by Jesus to look at the seed that is sown from 
that perspective. The results are not where our joy should be found. Instead, our definition of success 
should come from one, far simpler question: “Was the seed sown?” 
 
If you can confidently answer that yes, the seed was in fact sown, then the idea of failure should not cross 
your mind. Like the sower in the song, you can keep on recklessly and diligently preaching, and to 
whatever happens next simply say, “Oh, what of that and what of that!” 
  



37 PREACH YOU THE WORD 
 

verse 5 
Preach you the Word and plant it home 

and never faint, the harvest Lord 
who gave the sower seed to sow 

will watch and tend his planted Word. 
 

ADVOCATE 

 
There is a program in most states in the US called CASA or Guardian ad Litem. The program is designed to 
pair up advocates with children who are put into the foster system. The advocates don’t care for the 
children’s day to day needs, instead, they represent them in court. This way a child of abuse doesn’t have 
to testify against their parent. 
 
The work of a Guardian is usually simple – cases are clear and the best interests of the child are easily 
discerned. There are times, though, when the GAL has to stand up against the Department of Social 
Services, the parents, and even the opinion of the judge to make a case for the best future of that child. 
Those are the hard ones.  
 
John 16:1-15 
“All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, the 
time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a service to God. They will do such 
things because they have not known the Father or me. I have told you this, so that when their time comes 
you will remember that I warned you about them. I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was 
with you, but now I am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ Rather, 
you are filled with grief because I have said these things. But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I 
am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to 
you. When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment: about sin, because people do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going 
to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and about judgment, because the prince of this 
world now stands condemned. 
“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he 
will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will 
tell you what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make 
known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what 
he will make known to you.” 
 
This whole section of John is about the work of the Holy Spirit, and that part in the middle is intense. When 
Jesus says that the Spirit is going to prove the world wrong about sin, righteousness, and judgment, he’s 
basically asserting that the Spirit is going to prove the world wrong about everything that matters! 
 
And it is true – human nature is naturally dead wrong on all three of those topics, and the world-at-large is 
subject to the unsanctified whims of human nature. If you had to stand up to that public opinion on your 
own, do you think you could make it? Most don’t. Christian college students, intellectuals, and others who 
find themselves surrounded by opinions that disagree with God’s truth seem to leave the church all the 
time.  
 
That’s why it so vital that the Spirit be your advocate in this struggle. He, as true God, can defend and 
define the truths that will help you grow and weather whatever the devil can throw at you.  
  



38 WHAT CAN STAND 
 

chorus 
“What can stand in the way of my being baptized 

if all of it is done by you? 
It's your hand in that water that washes my life 

and makes it new.” 
 

INVISIBLE WALLS 

 
There’s a story in the book of Acts where Philip gets to convert and baptize a man from Ethiopia: 
 
Acts 8:26-40 
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in 
charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to 
Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the 
prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 
Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what 
you are reading?” Philip asked. 
“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 
This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
   and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
   so he did not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
   Who can speak of his descendants? 
   For his life was taken from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” 
Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 
As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What 
can stand in the way of my being baptized?”  And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and 
the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.  
 
There’s a lot to the message that the man read and the words Philip must have spoken to him, but the thrust 
of the matter is this: it worked. The Ethiopian believed in Christ and wanted to be baptized.  
 
What Can Stand is an Illumine original, and when we were writing it, we were very much attracted to the 
question the Ethiopian asked because it was so honest and simple. He knew God wanted the blessings of 
baptism for him. He knew there was water. What could get in the way?  
 
Unfortunately, there are many things that people think stand between themselves and baptism – even 
people who already have faith in Jesus. Timing, guilt, commitment issues, the desire for it to be some kind 
of special ceremony – all of these are invisible walls that people put up.  
 
Even those who have been baptized put up walls between themselves and their baptisms, robbing 
themselves of the benefits. Excuses about time, memory, failures, guilt, and apathy get in the way of our 
baptisms.  
 
Nothing, of course, is the answer. Nothing can stand between you and baptism, because baptism comes 
from God, and nothing can stop him from reaching you.  



39 WHAT CAN STAND 
 

verse 1 
My guilty conscience assure me that 

I am too broken to stand. 
But if you promise this water 
will set my crumbling heart 

on dry solid land, then I'll say, 
 

PLEDGE 

 
A clear conscience is hard to come by, because all humans have made regrettable mistakes. Even those 
who play the comparison game and come to the conclusion that their past isn’t as bad as someone else’s is 
playing that game because of their conscience.  
 
Baptism can change that.  
 
1 Peter 3:18-22 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to 
death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to 
the imprisoned spirits—  to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this 
water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of 
a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven 
and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 
 
This bold section of Peter’s first letter makes one of the biggest claims in the whole Bible about baptism: it 
saves you. It isn’t that baptism’s water washes you and makes you clean like a bath. (If that were the point, 
nobody would ever sprinkle. It would be immersion for all.) Instead, baptism cleans you by making a 
pledge that your conscience has been cleared. Your sin is no more.  
 
Even in the times when you feel overcome with regret, your baptism promises that your conscience is 
completely clear. That’s the great blessing of baptism.  
 
That blessing wouldn’t matter at all, of course, if the pledg-er were you. If the person being baptized were 
the one who needed to promise that their conscience would be clear, then they may as well skip the 
baptism completely. But that’s not what happens.  
 
When a person is baptized into God’s family, God the Father himself makes a pledge, and he promises 
that the conscience of the baptized person is clear. When you or I make a promise, it’s only as good as our 
ability to keep it. When God makes one, though, it is as good as done.  
 
Baptism has a solid foundation for you, not based on anything you can do or say, but on the faithful God 
who does the work in baptism.  
  



40 WHAT CAN STAND 
 

verse 2 
Deeper I sink in the hole I've made; 

digging has proven unwise. 
But if you say it's my grave 

and you buried me with Christ, 
with whom I will rise, then I'll say, 

 

BURIED 

 
The burial of Jesus Christ is an interesting event. By the time he was removed from the cross, Jesus had 
already said, “It is finished,” which meant that the work he had been born to do was done and sin was paid 
for. The oddness of the burial is that, even though he had won the victory, he wasn’t yet risen from death 
and displaying that victory to the world.  
 
What’s important about Christ’s burial, though, is that it happened specifically for the sake of his 
resurrection. Christ being laid to rest, like everybody who had died before him, was a reminder of his 
humanity. It was a reminder that he is just like you are, and that death has consequences.  
 
That way, when he did rise from death, you could be reminded that his resurrection was human, too, and 
therefore can be yours.  
 
Romans 6:1-14 
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We are those 
who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into 
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live 
a new life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin 
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— because anyone who has died has 
been set free from sin. 
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was 
raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he 
died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, do not let sin 
reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an 
instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death 
to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. For sin shall no longer be 
your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace. 
 
In baptism, you get to take part in the burial of Jesus – not so that you can be dead, but so that you can 
come alive. It’s an exciting miracle that God does through baptism, and it is the opposite of anything you 
could have done on your own. On your own, you’d certainly have been able to make to the grave – 
everyone does – but you’d never had been able to make that something positive.  
 
The burial of Christ is an interesting event, not just because of when it happened, but because if happened 
to you.  
  



41 WHAT CAN STAND 
 

verse 3 
Shameful, I scour my sinful soul. 
Stains will remain nonetheless. 
But if you say you won't notice 

the dirt for I'll be dressed 
in your righteousness, then I'll say, 

 

DISGUISED 

 
Galatians 3 makes an assertion about what Christ is to you that is more than a little unusual. It says that 
Christ is your clothing.  
 
Galatians 3:23-29 
Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith that was to 
come would be revealed. So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by faith. 
Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. 
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, 
and heirs according to the promise. 
 
Because it is important, we often spend time talking about having a relationship with Christ – 
acknowledging and understanding him as a personal God who wants to be connected to his people. 
Passages like this one serve as good reminders, though, that there’s a utilitarian side to your interaction 
with Jesus. You need more than a friend.  
 
When God looked at you before you were connected with Christ, he saw all of the things you had done that 
were wrong. Every scar and every stain made you reprehensible. Once you learn about and have faith in 
Jesus, though, God looks at you and even though everything that was true about you before you came to 
faith remains true, he no longer sees the imperfections. He sees Christ’s perfection instead.  
 
Christ becomes, in a real way, the disguise that you get to wear, allowing you to sneak into heaven even 
though you don’t belong there. Because God looks and sees all that Christ has done in place of all that you 
failed to do, you are treated like a perfect child of God.  
 
This disguise is thorough, too, because it overcomes everything about you that might make someone look 
down on you. It overcomes anything that might separate you from another person, so that it becomes as if 
there is neither race or class or gender. Only Christ.  
 
When God looks at you in your faith, he sees exactly that. Only Christ.  
 
The dream, of course, is that others would see the same. There are days when you’ll do better at showing 
and reflecting Christ, and there are days when you’ll do worse. For all those days, it is a good thing that it 
all starts with the reminder that your baptism means you are pledged a clear conscience and clothed with 
Christ’s love.  
  



42 BROTHERS, SISTERS, LET US GLADLY 
 

verse 1 
Brothers, sisters, let us gladly 
give to God our all our best. 

Service hearty, thorough, honest 
with a living love impressed. 
All our duty, all our striving, 
all our time to him belong. 

Praise him, then, with true devotion; 
Come before him with a song. 

 

OFFER 

 
Have you taken a moment, lately, to seriously look at God’s mercy? If you trace the word “mercy” back to 
its origins, you’ll find that it was essentially the same as the English word “merchandise.” It had to do with 
the kind of product that a person might sell.  
 
Take a look at God’s merchandise. He offers salvation, hope, wisdom, purpose, guidance, truth, comfort, 
friendship, fellowship. Leadership, grace, and worth to anyone who will accept it. There is no price and 
there never will be. There is only this unfathomably large gift.  
 
Romans 12 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, 
but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each 
of you. For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 
same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 
We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then 
prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to 
encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if 
it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
 
Right away in these verses, Paul says, “in view of God’s mercy.” Don’t offer yourself as a living sacrifice 
because you have to or because you feel obligated to. Don’t offer it because you are being told that you 
are a bad person if you don’t. Instead, take a long, hard look at the merchandise that God offers – and the 
price at which he offers it – and offer yourself.  
 
That’s what an offering to God is. Whether you’re giving money or time or resources, it is a way of saying 
that his mercy is worth far more than you could ever hope to earn or even justify, but you gratefully accept 
it and offer whatever you can to its service.  
 
He will, mercifully, accept whatever you offer.  
  



43 BROTHERS, SISTERS, LET US GLADLY 
 

verse 2 
By his mercy, by his bounty, 
by the gift of Christ, his Son, 

what great goodness he has shown us, 
what high marvels he has done! 
Let us to him promptly, freely 
yield our bodies and our souls. 

Thankful that his love protects us; 
that his wisdom all controls. 

 

YIELD 

 
There’s an off-ramp near Illumine Church where, if you’re coming from Charlotte and entering Rock Hill, 
you have to yield to the oncoming traffic because your lane just plain ends. This is a tough intersection, 
because if you’re one of the oncoming cars it is rather difficult to tell that the lane ends, so even if you 
wanted to be a considerate driver you might end up cutting someone off.  
 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner 
being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and 
established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long 
and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be 
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is 
at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and 
ever! Amen. 
 
This section of scripture is beautiful and poetic, but it is also a great example of how a Christian yields to 
God in all things. He starts by kneeling, and then he prays one thing after another. These prayers aren’t 
really demands – they’re barely requests – but rather they take the time to encourage and explore the 
wisdom and love of God.  
 
The section closes with a description of the immensity of God’s will – essentially stepping out of the way 
and pointing to say, “Look at that!” 
 
It’s tempting, sometimes, to go full-steam ahead in life and believe that God is able to give you success in 
the things you do (especially when those things are done in direct service to him.) While it is certainly true 
that God can give that success, don’t forget to stop, or at least yield, to what God is doing.  
 
He’s the one who is able to do immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine.  
 
Don’t get in his way. J  



44 BROTHERS, SISTERS, LET US GLADLY 

 
verse 3 

Gracious Lord, accept our service 
for the sake of Christ, your Son. 

Lo, our hope abides now only 
in the righteousness he won. 

Bless and save us, help and guide us; 
Watch to comfort and restore 
'til in heav'n we rest rejoicing, 

Praising you for evermore. 
 

WORK 

 
In many Christian funerals, these words from 1 Corinthians 15 are spoken: “Death has been swallowed up 
in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”  
 
These are beautiful words, and in the midst of the loss of a loved one they can be a comforting reminder 
that death is just a temporary state – for all of its finality, it is nothing compared to eternal life. Well-
meaning Christians can leave this kind of a funeral believing that God wants these words to be a source of 
comfort…and that’s it. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:50-58 
I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed— in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead 
will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has 
been swallowed up in victory.” 

“Where, O death, is your victory? 
   Where, O death, is your sting?” 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
 
When you read the whole section, you certainly get the idea of comfort in the face of death – but did you 
catch the other part? Right at the end, after the grand description of the hope of eternal life: Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.  
 
God uses the promise that death has no power not just to comfort you, but to motivate you! Get to work, he 
says, because you’re no longer wasting your time waiting to die for nothing. Get to work, he says, because 
now the people you invest in and the love of God that you share can have an eternal impact.  
 
Get to work, because death has been swallowed up in victory! 
 
 
  



45 HEAVEN IS MY HOME 
 

verse 1 
I'm but a stranger here; 

Heav'n is my home. 
Earth is a desert drear; 

Heav'n is my home. 
Danger and sorrow stand 
'Round me on ev'ry hand. 
Heav'n is my fatherland; 

Heav'n is my home. 
 

IMMIGRANT 

 
If you haven’t experienced it (and I personally haven’t), then it is hard to imagine what it feels like to truly 
not belong. There are certainly moments you can think of when you felt out of place, but it is different 
when you find yourself with no place to escape to that is familiar or “normal.”  
 
That’s the situation in Psalm 22.  
 
Psalm 22:12-21 
Many bulls surround me; 
    strong bulls of Bashan encircle me. 
Roaring lions that tear their prey 
    open their mouths wide against me. 
 I am poured out like water, 
    and all my bones are out of joint. 
My heart has turned to wax; 
    it has melted within me. 
My mouth is dried up like a potsherd, 
    and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; 
    you lay me in the dust of death. 
Dogs surround me, 
    a pack of villains encircles me; 
    they pierce my hands and my feet. 
All my bones are on display; 
    people stare and gloat over me. 
They divide my clothes among them 
    and cast lots for my garment. 
But you, LORD, do not be far from me. 
    You are my strength; come quickly to help me. 
Deliver me from the sword, 
    my precious life from the power of the dogs. 
Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; 
    save me from the horns of the wild oxen. 
 
These words describe Jesus, and they describe you. He did not belong in the world any more than you do, 
but just as much as his work in the world was necessary, so is yours.  
 
When it gets that lonely, pray with the Psalmist: “Lord, do not be far from me.”  



46 HEAVEN IS MY HOME 
 

verse 2 
What though the tempest rage; 

Heav'n is my home. 
Short is my pilgrimage; 

Heav'n is my home. 
And time's wild wintry blast 
Soon shall be overpassed; 
I shall reach home at last; 

Heav'n is my home. 
 

CARE 

 
Just before Jesus calmed the storm for his disciples, they asked a rather telling question: “Teacher, don’t 
you care if we drown?”  
 
Have you ever been at the point of asking God a question like that? It’s more common than most would like 
to admit. For some, it comes in the panic of an unexpected moment as you ask, “How could God let this 
happen to me?” For others, it comes when wave after wave has crashed against them and they say, “God 
could fix this if he wanted to, but he doesn’t care.” For others, it comes with the daily doubts that creep up 
as they ask, “Is God still there like he said he would be?”  
 
Mark 4:35-41 
That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” Leaving the 
crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. A 
furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the 
stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we 
drown?” 
He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was 
completely calm. 
He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 
They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!” 
 
The storms of life are infinitely worse than the storm the disciples were in, but the answer to them is the 
same. The same God who commands the winds and the waves can command the storms in your life. But for 
those moments when he doesn’t – when he lets it rain and thunder and crash – he still cares.  
 
His care comes with an eternal perspective, one that lets him see past this moment and onward into 
eternity. To God, in the same breath that you are reeling from a tragedy, you are walking heaven’s streets. 
In the same moment you are overcome with sorrow you are weeping tears of joy as you see the saints 
come marching into the throne room of the Lamb. In the same moment you’re in a storm, you’re in the 
calm.  
 
Doesn’t he care? Oh, so very much, and with an eternal heart.  
  



47 HEAVEN IS MY HOME 
 

verse 3 
There at my Savior's side, 

Heav'n is my home. 
I shall be glorified! 

Heav'n is my home. 
There are the good and blest, 
Those I love most and best, 
And there I too shall rest; 

Heav'n is my home. 
 

HOME 

 
Even though you are a stranger in the world and your home is in heaven, the body you live in is naturally 
yours. You are comfortable in your own skin. Paul talks about this in 2 Corinthians 5.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:1-10 
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house 
in heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed instead with our 
heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. For while we are in this 
tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed instead with 
our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now the one who has fashioned 
us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 
Therefore, we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from 
the Lord. For we live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the 
body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body 
or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive 
what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 
 
Maybe you’ve seen one of those movies where a person ends up attempting to attend two different events 
at the same time. (I think of the restaurant scene from Mrs. Doubtfire.) They scramble back and forth, 
changing costumes and voices and conversations, usually ending in some very funny missteps that cause 
everything to break down.  
 
That’s how a Christian feels, at least a little, as she is torn between living in love on this planet and moving 
on to the glory of heaven. It is good to be home and to serve and love the people you care about, but it 
would certainly be better to be in the presence of God in heaven.  
 
Whenever you struggle with this tension, be reminded of the simple trick Paul used to get through it. It’s in 
the text above – it comes and goes so quickly you might just run over it. Paul says, “So we make it our goal 
to please him.”  
 
Whether God is keeping you on earth to continue living life as a shining light of his love or he is bringing 
you to your heavenly home, make it your goal to please him. That way, no matter what happens, it is the 
best thing.  
  



48 HEAVEN IS MY HOME 
 

verse 4 
Therefore I murmur not; 

Heav'n is my home. 
Whate'er my earthly lot, 

Heav'n is my home. 
And I shall surely stand 

There at my Lord's right hand. 
Heav'n is my fatherland; 

Heav'n is my home. 
 

MURMUR 

 
You may have seen 8th grade boys recite a Bible passage before. If you have, you know what it means to 
murmur. Needless to say, the crowds in the throne room of God are not like 8th grade boys.  
 
Revelation 7:9-17 
After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white 
robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: 

“Salvation belongs to our God, 
who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb.” 

 
All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They 
fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying: 

“Amen! 
Praise and glory 
and wisdom and thanks and honor 
and power and strength 
be to our God for ever and ever. 
Amen!” 

Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?” 
I answered, “Sir, you know.” 
And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, 

“they are before the throne of God 
   and serve him day and night in his temple; 
and he who sits on the throne 
   will shelter them with his presence. 
‘Never again will they hunger; 
   never again will they thirst. 
The sun will not beat down on them,’ 
   nor any scorching heat. 
For the Lamb at the center of the throne 
   will be their shepherd; 
‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’ 
   ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’” 

  



49 LORD, YOU I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART 
 

verse 1, part 1 
Lord, you I love with all my heart. 
I pray you ne'er from me depart; 
with tender mercies cheer me. 

Earth has no pleasure I would share; 
heaven itself were void and bare 
if you, Lord, were not near me. 

 

LOVE 

 
There are over 25,000 words in this devotional. If you’ve read from the start until now, you’ve read over 
20,000. The crazy thing is that even though there are so many words, just one word could sum them all up.  
 
Love.  
 
Psalm 18:1-6, 16-19  

I love you, Lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; 
   my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
   my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I called to the Lord, who is worthy of praise, 
   and I have been saved from my enemies. 
The cords of death entangled me; 
   the torrents of destruction overwhelmed me. 
The cords of the grave coiled around me; 
   the snares of death confronted me. 
In my distress I called to the Lord; 
   I cried to my God for help. 
From his temple he heard my voice; 
   my cry came before him, into his ears. 

 
He reached down from on high and took hold of me; 
   he drew me out of deep waters. 
He rescued me from my powerful enemy, 
   from my foes, who were too strong for me. 
They confronted me in the day of my disaster, 
   but the Lord was my support. 
He brought me out into a spacious place; 
   he rescued me because he delighted in me. 

 
Love from God to his people, love from people to God, and love from people to one another. All of it, love. 
Love is that thing that causes a person to put themselves aside and put another first, and in doing so to 
become bound together with that person (whether or not the love they’ve shown is returned.)  
 
It’s worth spending 25,000 or even 25,000,000 words describing it, too, especially when remember that 
God is love. The more you can understand it the more you can understand him, and the more you can 
understand him the more you can understand it.   



50 LORD, YOU I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART 
 

verse 1, part 2 
And should my heart for sorrow break, 

my trust in you no one could shake. 
You are the treasure I have sought; 

your precious blood my soul has bought. 
Lord, Jesus Christ, 
Lord, Jesus Christ, 

My God and Lord, my God and Lord, 
forsake me not! I trust your Word! 

 

REPEAT 

 
Illumine’s version of Lord, You I Love with All My Heart adds just a little repetition at the end, giving the soul 
a chance to cry out, “Lord, Jesus Christ, my God and Lord” two times.  
 
Repetition isn’t always a good thing, and in music it can be used lazily. Here, though, we find it to be quite 
effective. Saying the name of the one you address as you as for his attention and request that he not forsake 
you gives the feeling of desperation that so genuinely speaks to the state of a sinful soul.  
 
Psalm 38:18-22 

I confess my iniquity; 
   I am troubled by my sin. 
Many have become my enemies without cause; 
   those who hate me without reason are numerous. 
Those who repay my good with evil 
   lodge accusations against me, 
   though I seek only to do what is good. 
Lord, do not forsake me; 
   do not be far from me, my God. 
Come quickly to help me, 
   my Lord and my Savior. 
 

The last sentence of this section does the same as the repetition: Come quickly to help me, my Lord and my 
Savior. Come quickly, cries the desperate soul in need of forgiveness. Come quickly to help me.  
 
Repetition can be used lazily, but it can also be the result of the greatest amount of effort. When you 
consider Christ on the night that he was betrayed praying the same prayer three times, his repetition is 
hardly laziness. It is pure earnest. It is real desperation.  
 
Sometimes it is necessary and good for you to find yourself in that place, where the most you are able to do 
is repeat your fervent prayer. That kind of emotion and passion is good, healthy, and godly.  
 
And even in those prayers that don’t feel as desperate – for example, a prayer of confession for 
forgiveness that you may have prayed over and over again in your life – let that repetition and routine 
remind you of the drops of sweat that came with Jesus repetition.  
  



51 LORD, YOU I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART 
 

verse 2, part 1 
Lord God, ‘twas your rich bounty gave 

my body, soul, and all I have 
in this poor life of labor. 

Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place 
may glorify your lavish grace 

and serve and help my neighbor. 
 

NEIGHBOR 

 
You might be the exception, but the truth is almost everyone could love their neighbors better without 
trying that hard. I’m not even talking about neighbors according to the definition that Jesus gave to the 
man by means of the story of the Good Samaritan. I’m literally just talking about people who live in close 
proximity to your house.  
 
Unless you’ve got some great people living near you, cornering the market on being neighborly probably 
wouldn’t take a great deal of effort on your part. Even finding out and remembering birthdays would 
probably put you ahead.  
 
Galatians 5:13-14 
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; 
rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
Unfortunately, there seems to be something about the command to “Love your neighbor” that 
automatically becomes intimidating. How can one love a neighbor at that level when it is hard enough to 
tolerate the people you work with or the family you have?  
 
Because of this (and every other) excuse, the simple task of neighborly love too often falls by the wayside.  
 
It’s important, today, that you start to realize that when neighborliness falls by the wayside, loving God 
does, too. This is how his grace is glorified: to “serve and help my neighbor.” The command to love your 
neighbor isn’t an addendum that God put onto the guidebook for being a Christian. It’s part of how you 
love your God.  
 
So think about it. Look at the houses around yours. Do you know these people? What’s one easy way you 
could love them better than you already do? Set aside a time to do it – you won’t regret it, especially when 
you are reminded that the love you show that person is the love you show your God.  
 
The nice thing about this opportunity to love both God and neighbor in one fell swoop is that selfless love 
begets more selfless love, both in the one showing and in the one receiving the love. The love that you 
take the time to give today will inspire more tomorrow. The more brotherly love exists in your community, 
the freer everyone will be to grow and live and exist together.  
 
Everything about it is a win.  
  



52 LORD, YOU I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART 
 

verse 2, part 2 
Let no false doctrine me beguile; 

let Satan not my soul defile. 
Give strength and patience unto me 

to bear my crosses willingly. 
Lord, Jesus Christ, 
Lord, Jesus Christ, 

my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 
forsake me not! I trust your Word! 

 

LIES  

 
False doctrine – that is, teaching that doesn’t agree with what the Bible says – is a common thing for many 
reasons. It is so common, unfortunately, that it can easily be overlooked as something that just “comes with 
the territory” of being a Christian. Sadly, even though our human minds are guaranteed to believe falsely 
on occasion, false doctrine can’t be approached lackadaisically.  
 
Romans 16:17-20 
I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way 
that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. For such people are not serving 
our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive 
people. Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I rejoice because of you; but I want you to be wise 
about what is good, and innocent about what is evil. 
The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 
 
When you fall to the temptation that suggests that false doctrine isn’t a significant thing, you fail to 
remember what false doctrine is: a lie. Lies can never help, and lies can only hurt. This is why the Bible 
speaks so strongly about staying away from teachings that are false. They might come from hearts that are 
trying hard and have good intentions, but they are dangerous and damaging.  
 
It’s a common metaphor for the danger of false doctrine, but it works well. Imagine that somebody put a 
plate of brownies in front of you and, as you reached for one of them, told you that when they had made 
them, just a little bit of their dog’s feces had gotten in the bowl, but it was just a really small amount.  
 
Would you eat those brownies? (Please say no.)  
 
How could you? How could they even serve them? If you knew there was poop in the brownies, you’d not 
only avoid eating them, but you’d make sure they were thrown out so nobody would have to eat them.  
 
False teachings are like feces in the brownies. They’re intolerable, and if you know they are there, you 
have to do something about them. Otherwise you’re complicit.  
  



53 LORD, YOU I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART 
 

verse 3, part 1 
Lord, let at last your angels come; 
to Abram’s bosom bear me home 

that I may die unfearing. 
And in its narrow chambers keep 

my body safe in peaceful sleep 
until your reappearing. 

 

SLEEP 

 
Dead bodies don’t look like they’re sleeping. They look dead. The face can seem calm and the eyes 
closed, but there is something uncannily dead about the complete lack of movement in a dead body. It’s 
almost creepy, because if you look at a body in a casket long enough your brain almost tricks you into 
thinking you saw the chest move up and down as though they took a breath.  
 
Your brain wants the dead body to look like it is peacefully sleeping, even when it isn’t.  
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do 
not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and 
so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s 
word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not 
precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these 
words. 
 
The idea that death is a sleep, though, is very common in the Bible. Jesus used it to talk about people he 
was about to raise, it comes up in the Psalms, and it happens here in 1 Thessalonians.  
 
When a Christian dies, their soul goes immediately to heaven, and the body stays on earth until the last 
day. The soul in heaven is certainly at peace, because it is in heaven and heaven is a place of perfect 
peace. The body, remaining on earth, might not look entirely peaceful, but the reality of the soul is a great 
reminder and comfort that that body is at peace. It simply waits to be reunited with the soul.  
 
The good news for those who understand this truth is that, no matter what emotions you have as you stand 
at the casket or grave of a loved one, fear does not need to be among them. The eternal destination of the 
soul offers peace not only to that soul but also to those who are left behind.  
 
Dead bodies don’t look like they’re sleeping. The look dead. The good news, though, is that they are 
sleeping, to a very real extent, and there will come a day when they wake up. Death cannot hold them, and 
it cannot cause them pain, discomfort, or grief. It is just a sleep for the soul.  
 
  



54 LORD, YOU I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART 
 

verse 3, part 2 
And then, from death awaken me 

that my own eyes with joy may see, 
O Son of God, your glorious face, 
my Savior and my Fount of grace! 

Lord, Jesus Christ, 
Lord, Jesus Christ, 

my prayer attend, my prayer attend, 
and I will praise you without end! 

 

END 

 
The climactic final verse of Lord, You I Love with All My Heart is just about as powerful a depiction of the 
resurrection of the dead as can be captured in song. The beauty of it is almost tangible as the author 
depicts the Christian finally seeing, with unfiltered view, the glorious face of Jesus.  
 
1 Peter 4:7-11 
The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. Above all, love 
each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without 
grumbling. Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of 
God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Here’s the thing, though. It isn’t judgment day yet. You aren’t in heaven looking full into the glorious face 
of Jesus yet. As such, the reminder that Peter gives his listeners is important. He urges them to use the time 
that they have before the end of all things comes to love one another.  
 
This encouragement from Peter is vital, and not only because it gives you something to do as you wait for 
that amazing day when you see Jesus. It is vital because until that amazing day comes, the only way anyone 
is going to see Jesus is in the way you reflect his glory to them.  
 
Peter’s list of things you can do for others isn’t just a nice list of godly behaviors. It is a list of God himself, 
and the love through which he is introduced to and enters hearts. It may not be as glorious as seeing God 
face to face, but until that day comes, it is the most glorious thing that can happen.  
 
Love each other deeply, friends. 
 
 
Thank you for taking part in this devotional. It is my sincere prayer that your faith was served and you grew 
through it. If you have any questions, please contact Illumine Church at worship@illuminechurch.com.  
Thank you and God be with you.  
 – Pastor Kent Reeder 
 
 
Lord, be with all who use these devotions, and shine on them, in them and through them, for your glory 
and their good. Center their hearts on Christ that they might love those around them as he does. Amen. 


